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INTZRROGATION — 


2 June 1945 


What is your full nane? 
Hermann Wilhelm Goering. 
Date of your birth and 
January 12, 1893 in Rosenheim, Bavaria. 
Have you ever used any other nanes? 
and 1939 in Monaco, San Remo, Italy 


afternoons t remember the name 


nar 
"Ea — } 
vant to be 


was your address before 


2 à s — 
Berchtesg oan, Karinhall near 


Nurnberg. Berlin, L 


anywhere else? 


u live in Sweden? 


FPischorn nesr Zel 
kind of home 


imericans assigned 
protection. 


dhere was your home 


Before 1930? 

In Berlin in a 

Where did you live 

Berlin - Kaiserdamm =- now bombed 
hat was your first wife's name? 
Baroness Karin von Fock, 

Do you have any cards of 


NOs 


I 


004 
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S PORIE (Goering) 


Do you have any passports or visas? 


'T have a diplomatic passport. An orđinary passport was 
used when I went to Sweden which was in my own nanes 


Do you have a passport with a photo of your first wife? 
Nos 

ihat is your present wife's name? 

Emmy, Nee Sonnemann, 

‘hat name did she use in the theater? 
She always used the same name, 

Hae she any other names? 

No, but she has been married before. 

‘hat was her other married name? 
“Koestlin. : 
Was your first wife ever married before? 
Yes, her other name was Baroness untzowe 


Have you any bank accounts or property in any names 
nentioned? 


Ho = all property and accounts are in my own nane. 

‘That are the names of your children? 

I have one child =- Sdda - 7 years old. 

Is there any property in your wife or child's name? 

It belongs to them and is property given to them by me. 
That bank accounts anà banks did you use? 


Deutschebank - August Thyssen = both in Berlin. For 
private accounts. 


Where these the only banks used? 


Yes. 


A 


Did you have any other accounts under any other names? 


I did not use any other names. Everything is under my 
Own nanes. 


What about property owned in other countries? 
None. 


Vhat were your relations with Kurt Lange, Vice President 
cf the Reichsbank? 








imag 


No, but I 


Did you know him as a flyer in the last 
I heard but never knew it before, 


How did Lange get the job at the Reichsbank? 


x 
nl 


The President of the Reichsbani can answer that nuch 


better. 

Didn't you recomzend him for the position? 
I OK'd it. 

jas this before his employment? 


I do not know the exact tine. pas it 2s LI 
chief of the Four Years' Plan. 


you have a confi 


von Br auckitsch - nilitary.attache = personal 
Gisela Linberger (Secreta 


live? 


iiho was in charge of your personel affairs? 


There was one office with the adjutant, 
and 4 adjutants. 


who are they? 


Lt. Col. Teske, Major Nuella, Capt. Klass and Groez 


iMinisterialrat air Transport. They were the head 
whole thing. 


Paul Koerner was the Under-Secretary 
Plan, Von Jagwitz = had been i l 
organization. ‘Jas fi 

Beonomics. The head 
the various ministrie 


Ware there any representative 


The head of the Four Years' 
orders to anyone. 


who were your agents in the Pour Years' Plan? 


The ministers themselves. 


Who acted as. intelligence for you? 


v 


No ones 


was 


iert = 
Ah g 


° 
oT vile 








(Goering) 


Who in the Air Ministry represented you? 

As head of the Air Ministry I represented nyself. 

who was second in command = your adjutant? 

Field Harshal Milch. 

What was Yestring's position? 

Industrialist as far as I know in aluminum 

Did he act as Air Ministry's special agent or Deputy? 
No, think his position was in procurement. He was 
working in the Air Ministry on procurement of aluminum 
for all. 


Who was Kaltenberg? 


He was Director of the Junkers Works. He left 
got into something else. 


Did Westring takethis place? 
i 
No = not sure = I do not wish to make a statement. 
who has acted for you in Sweden for the last 4 or 5 years? 


WO one except the German Emmissary there. The last tine 
I was there was in 1933. 


Have you had any correspondence with people since? 
Yes, with relatives there, 

what are the names of the relatives? 

I do not want to give their names without their per- 
mission as they are neutrals and do not want to be 
drawn into this. 

How are they related? 


Through my first wife. 


Have you any relatives of your own there? 


No. 


Just relatives of your first wife? 
Yes. 

Have you had correspondence with them? 
Yes. 

Have you sent them dfts? 


I refuse to give this information. Give my word 
I did not send money for wife and child. 
Do you know Gabel? 


Ee belongs in the Ministry of Sconomics for Prussia, 


He 
is head mining civil service mining man, 


-4- 
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(Goering) 


Did you have connections vith Dr. Bothe, An 
RWI! He wag rofrent for trade with Sweden? 


There ere about 30,000. 
Tie one in charge of imports and exports with Sweden? 


two, one in the Foreign Office and one in 
I know nothing officially at all. 


they send jewels and other things in diplomatic pouches? 
es far as I mow. 

Did works of art cone in this way? 

No. Pictures were bought outside and brought in. 

By diplomatic pouch? 

No, There was something about this on the radio. 

ao hed charge of your personal check. book? 

“iy secretory and myself, 


of expenses of various hones? Did 


“tho dia ‘hat? 


If they were personal she did but the appropriate office 
would taxe care of the others. 


charge of the expenses of Karinhs1ll? 
Ministry for Air and Ministry of State. 
How were funds transferred for the purchase of a picture? 
Just sent the cash. 
‘hat about the conversion of the money? 
Tht wes all taken care ofe 
Did you ever pay by check? 
Always poid in cash. 
In Reichsmarke? 


Sihce 1939 I always paid in marks, Before the war in 
ensh of that country. 


Where aid you get the cash? 


Always took enough money along on the train, Had a 

orivate train. I wae the second man in Germany and 

Qlways had plenty of money. I would give an order to 

he Reichsbank ond they would get the money. I hod to 

OK the order myself. } 
+3 . A 094043 
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SECRE (Goering) 


Could you get 211 foreign exchange this way? 
Yes, I was the last court of appeal. 
"Tas there 2 regular procedure 2nd a record node? 


It was just 2 matter of getting permission and in 
my cese there was no question, 


Do you know nnything about the Melmer accounts in; 
the Reichsbdink? 


No, the name does not mean © thing to me, I controlled 
foreign exchange in the Four Years’ Plan and blocked = 
lot of foreign exch-nge but never went into details. 
Do you know Max Heiliger? 
Nos 

loot deposited under what name? 


I know nothing xbout this and give ny word of honor. 
The SS is in 2 world of its own. 


Did you start the 55? 


t$ you in it before Himmler? 
Himmler wes the Chief. 


ingn't the SS started in 1932 or 1933 and Himmler come 
} it in 1934? 


ind gone in the middle 20's and when I came back 
was st-rted up. 


Do you know Rosenberg? 
His staff worked on the cultural thing. 
his principal job ^s far as you were 


d 211 things of culture, crt wd vailnuab 


eg 
© 


4 
require works of. art which you purchcsed? 


were 2 comissions, the Rosenberg staff 
commissions They worked in combinxtion w 
-nd confiserted ^ll property. The French 
ed to tke half -nåd thoe Germens the other 
er would sometimes sec 2 picture 9f some= 
ho wanted and would get it. I workscd to got 
for > museum in Lintz. Also for ny owm collec= 
in Kerinhell. I did not collect 211 for mysclf 


Ju 
r thoe msewis 








SZoRZT (Goering) 


What agency was used for locating foreign exchange? 
The Four Years' Plan spread out over the occupicd arcas. 


All foreign exchange was réported in and it was their 
job to find it. 


Did the Rosenberg agency collect items which you selected? 
I told them what I was interested in, 

Did you point out the pictures you wanted? j r 
They would usually tell me what was wanted by Hitler and 
what was left I would buy if the price suited me, Prices 
were set by a French professor. 
fere there many occasions when the price was too high? 
Yes, Hitler took many pictures from me when he saw them, 
Where did Hitler's pictures go? 


They were supposed to go to Linz, I have described where 
they are locatod. 


Vhat about the jewels = where are they? 


These things went straight to the German Ministry and 
were evaluated there. 


whore did you purchase jewels? 

Cartiers in Parise. 

where are they now? 

Handed some out. They were bought privately. Some 
are with me. I had the right to go to a store and 
buy what I wanted. In Paris the people ran after me 
to buy. 

Where are your private jewcls? 

I would like to know myself. 

Mere did you leave them? 


I was restricted to quarters:-at the time ar 
special train was plundered. 


Were there works of art on the train? 

Everything was boing trought frou Berlin. 

Who was in chargo of the train? 

I was restrictod and do not mow. On April 23rd the 55 
arrested me. There was a bombing attack on 25th of April 
on Berchtesga@én. From that time on I do not mow who 
was in charge. The things on the train were under 

guard up to that tine. 


‘Was Hoffer ir charge? 


He handled the works of art and knew in what car 
things were. 


Il 


32 
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(Gocring) 


That about Dr. Lohse? 

He was on the staff of Rosenberg. They had no art 
specialist and this man was one. He was relieved by 
me from the Air Ministry as the Army would not re- 
lieve anyone. 


Vid Dr. Lohse buy a library of books for you? 


a whole library in 1942? 


Yes as I was interested in all art 
bought when I could. 


wmo was 
He was a big art dealer = ho bought, exchanged and sold, 
Did you deal directly with lUeidel? 


Zither straight with him or with Hoffer. Hoffer would 
do most of the buying. 


ever go to Switzerland? 
since? 


Did you ever buy works of art in Switzerlana? 
Hoffer did. 
Did you ever make any other purchases in Switzerland? 


us 


_ did not buy any jewels there. Had purely private affairs 
in Switzerland. 


were these private affairs? 
not know if I have to answer that. 
Why not? 


I would not ask you these things. 


NN A IN 








INTERROGATION OF GOERING 
3 duno 1945 


Woro you ovor givon an ostato? 


Yos, from tho Bavarian Stato in 1933-34 in roparation for what tho 
Stato took away from mo in 1923. It bolongs to mo, It may havo 
boon bombod out, i 


Woro you arrostod on tho 23rd of April? 


Thoro was an ordor from Gonoral Jodl, Chic? of tho Oporations Staff, 
that I should tako ovor as Hitlor could no longer got out of Borlin. 
This was not an ordor doseribing what hapvoned in Borlin. Got tho 
ordor to Lamnors, Chiof of tho Roiche Chancoll xy and ho docided to 
query tho ordor and sont it back. Thoro was a timo limit put on it 
and quick action was nocossary and it was not known whothor it would 
got through. Thon to clarify my position I sont a radio mossaz0 to 
all difforont outlaying placos that I had dono this. If it was to 
thoir favor thoy should roport in, I bolicvo that in tho Chaneo)? ory 
in Borlin Hitlor was no longor in comand but that. Bormann was and 
ho changod things to suit himsol? and issuod tho ordor for my arroste 
Lammors also was to bo: arrostod. I wan arrustod along with all of my 
adjutants. 


Wore you arrostod by tho SS? 


Yos, thoro was an SS guard unit (Wachoinhoit) on the Oborsalzborg 
which was tho party undor Bormann's influonco, Ho was administrativo 
hoad, 


Wore you romovod from command? 


I was put in a room with an SS guard at tho door and an officor in 
tho room with mo, On tho noxt day a tologram camo ro tho quostion 
of taking ovor tho command, Tho moasuros I had takon woro troason 
to the Gormans and tho party and tho ponalty was doath but booauso 
of my groat corvicos, this ponalty would be lossonod and simply do- 
privo mo of boing Commandor in Chiof of the Air Corps, It did not 
montion any of tho othor things I was hoad of, 


Did you rocoivo notico that you wore roliovod from all military 
offico? 


Yos, but I was still Roichsmarshal, 
Is this a military titlo? 
Yose It was a titlo, not an offico, I will always mintain this titlo, 
Is the titlo an honorary titlo? 
Yos = originally thoro wore only Picld Marshals but as othor Gonvorals 
woro »oromotod, thoy crontod tho rank of Roichemarshc-l. It was tho 
only ono of its kind oxcopt tho ono givon to Prince Buwono of Savoy 
who fought for Austria, 
It was no military rank? 

was tho highost military rank but not an offico, 
Do you havo tho right to zivo orders? 
No = no ordors could bo given as Roichsmarshal. A Fiold Marshal cannot 
bo rotiréd ~ a Gonoral can bo retirod\and a Roichsmarshal cannot bo ro- 
tircd, Thoy havo tho rank for all timos and for lifo, This was a 
critical point whon I loft Berlin. If I had boon grantod authority to 


zoplaco Hitlor, I had also askod for porutission to doal and nopsotiazteo, 
d 
: — l /t 
9 d \y J'y = 
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SECRET? (Gouring} 


Thie was the oausc of tho roaction on tho part of Bohrmon. Hitlor 
was against tho word nogotidto and would novor nogotiato. Hitlur 
was vory sonsativo and roacted vory quickly. Hitlor foarcd I 
might bo nogotiating via Swodon. Tho word nogotiato was watchod 
vory closoly. 


Doos a Roichsmarshal draw any monoy for that position? 


As long as tho war continuod thoro was an income but tho incomo aftor 
tho war had not yot boon docidod upon. Thoro would havo been a salar 
if tho war had boon won by tho Gormans e 


What wos your rolation with I. G. Farbon? Did you over hold a moctins; 
in your homo? 


I know Schmitz. Had no rolations othor than social. RKrauch wu 
tho Your Yoar Blan in syntiictic oil and chomicalse Ho wrs onec 
Diroctor of I, Œ, Farbon and I took him into tho Jour Yoor Plani, 
Ho was a chiof advisor and also chiof in an oxooutive position. 


Did you havo any connoction with Schnitzlor? 
No. 


Woran't you prosont at a mooting whon tho party was in ncod of funds 


and Parbon was roprosontcd? 


I was prosont at a mooting beforo 1938 whore Hitlor mado a spooch 

to the industrialists at Dusseldorf. At that timo the industriclists 
bocamo in favor of tho Nazi Party, Thoro novor was a mooting whor 
thoy said como acrosse 


Wore tho mectinge at your homo purcly social? 


They; all wont through my houso socially before the war but not much 
aftey tho war, 


At @no gathoring didn't you r.quost cortain contributions bo made to 
the party? 

I dig not invito pooplo to my homo and thon pass the plate or hat, 
Thoro was mado n slush fund put at Hitler's disposal. © Dorminn was 
in chargo of tho fund, It was largo but I do not know how larmo, 
Tho fund was subject to Hitlor's apvroval. Thoro war ^ socond fund 
sot up for industricos for workors. 


Did you ovor have any corrospondonco 


No porsonal corrospondonce and if tucre 
not lot mo soo it. 


Would tho fund bo collected by invitin,; 

thoy mako a statomont or would thoy ivo 

Thoy signed for so much voluntarily. In 193) production jumped so 
that thoro wes no nood for prossuro. Bormann had a lidt of what 
boon contributed and by whom, Tho curvo vont up ~ ovoryone iu 
and a shortago of labor dovoloped, 


What wos responsible for incroased nood for labor? 


duction of armamonts bogan later but proparation, production 
coal and autobahns bogan in 1933. 


Construction and rowarmamart in 1933, autobuins. The actual pro- 


On Fob, 20,1933 was Hitlor orosont at 
about this? 


"OLN 








(Gooring ) 
Cannot r vombor, Hitlor was always prosont at largo partios for a 
short whilo, I could probably work this out on papor by thinking. 
& 


Wasn't Hitlor at a mootin, at which they x -quostod funds for tho party? 


Nover requested funds at a party in my home. Boforo 1933 I talkod 


to individuals and asked thom to support the party. Aftor this it was 
no loner necessary. 


Did you havo any businoss intcrosta in 1932? 


No, roturned from cxilo, In 1927 I was agent for a Swodish parachuto 
production comoany. Gavo it up in 1928, 


v 


inoss intorosts botwoon 1923 and 1933 


parachuto company? 
Rolusod to ansicr this quostion as Swodon is noutral, 


& private busincse and you woro intorostod in it? 


tho firm I want to bo sure the firm docs not guftor on ac- 
count ov it. 
t you will suf 


to know my 


1 you did busincss = 


the Lundholm Parachute Commany. 


Swonska Duft tr 


of your marri 


° 


t did you do altor this? 
atai 24 D 
sovurnod to Gormonye 


ws 


“Uro you marriod at tho timo you mturnod to Gormmuny? 


marriod in 1923. 


in 1922 you — party loader of 
Dees 1922, 
Was it Doc, 1922 you bogan making: donotions to tho party? 
Didn't heave anything to donatos 
How did you support yourscl?? 


Prom an incomo, 


— 
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(Gooring ) 
Incomo from what? 
I had 4nhoritod monoy from my fathor which I investod in Swodon and 
Donmark and was living on tho ineomo from ite Sold planos and plano 
motors in Donmark of Gorman miko, 
Did you havo an offico in Gormany? 
Livod at a hotol thoro. 
You hed invostmonss in Donmark? 
Through tho bank only. 
How did you live on tho incomo? 
It was a rovolving capital. Funds woro dopositod in tho bank and 
dravm as noodod. Tho monoy from my fathor atayod in Gormany and I 
livod on what I mado outsido. 
Did you havo monoy in Finland? 
No, no othor monoy outsido of Gormany e 
Could you doclaro yoursol? « poor man? 
I do not know what is loft ~ I do havo proporty. 


Do you havo any liquid ascota? Is ovorything you havo in pomoono's 
hands? : 


I havo no control over anything. 


You havo nothing; unlogs somoono roloasos it to you? You havo nothing 
hid in a cayo? 


No, nothing. 


Do you know anything about a gmall hunchback man who had to do with 
foroiym oxchange in Borlin? 


No, was ho in tho black markot? 
No, ho was in loge businosa. 


I do not know this man. I doalt only with tho hoad or subcshuade If 
I noodod anything in tho way of cash my stxtf took caro of it. 


Aftor tho putsch in 1923 did you loavo Gormany? 
Yone 
Whore did you go? 


Innsbruck, as I was badly woundode Thon to Vonico, to Rome and back 
to Voni.co, 


How long woro you in Innsbruck’? 


Until Juno 1924, 
How lone woro you in Italy? 
To tho spring of 1925 - from thoro I wont to Swodon. 


Woro you working in Ttaly? 


eu oe NA UM 
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How did you livo? 


Had monoy with and was invited by Gormange in Venico, 


iire Waltor in Vonico,. 
full namo? 


I do not know, 


nni 


ro during your stay in Vonico? 


Aj 


“ 


to Romo for two or throo 


Wocks. 


monoy como from to go to Swodon? 
stato in Munich and I got t 


vas forfoited in 1923? 


auto end somo clothing and a fc OTS 


homo in Munich? 
all tho timc? 


Why didn't 
They could not tako it losa 


eceuso you of troxson? 


tho polices simply took) porgonal stuff, 


wto porsonal-proporty? 
Just tho care 
Did thu state over confisen 


Ao ae? 
property: 


Toy ‘had no rdason toe 


Why did thoy givo you somo property = was it in roturn for 


what thoy 
iad confiscatod? 
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SECRET (Gooring 


It was just e lodgo on 4 mountain not worth much, Just a picco of 
Innd and had no uso, No real buildings on it. 


How much land? 


50 x 50 motors at tho most - 160 ft. small lot. 


How big was tho houso you built on it? 
Te was a small Bavarian country homo. bator thoy put an air raid 
sholtor in. This was dono by part of tho administrativo groupes I 
hed nothing to do with ite 
aoa't thoro any morc land givon you? 
I do not think thoro vas ,etually as meh as I said. 
Did you buy moro land? 
No. 
Did you havo an account in tho Bank of tho’ Gorman Luftwafto? 
No porsonal account, 
What kind of an account did you have? 
A disposal cccount as Comnandor-in-Chicf of tho Gorman Air Corps. 
It was paid into by various air industrics but was not usod: It 
way at my dispocal to pay out monoy to individuals of tho air corps 
who noodod monoye $ 
Would tho privato companios mako dovosits to this account? 
Yos, to bo usod aftor tho ware 
It was usod? 
Nos 
Was thoro any gpocific amount oach company gavo? 
Conmlotoly voluntaryə Somo gavo and somo didn't. 
About how much did thoy givo as for a yoar altogothor? 


Tho amount was not givon cach yoare I do not know vory much about it. 
Tho total sm ina not much = about ono million marks - not ovor that. 


What was tho namo undor which tho yccount was kopt? 


I do not know as I did not administor it. It was in Borlin and the 
Russians hevo it now. It was not usod, 


Woro thoro any other accounts of this naturo which you could disposo of? 
No. Boh comnandor had a spocial bank account on which ho could draw, 
Money was civon in by tho Stato. Exponsus of tho Hoadquartors worse 


takon caro Of. 


You had no other accounts or gifts givon to you by industrials or. 
oti iors? ; 


Not monoy. Rocoivod gifts for ny birthdays Pooplo know about my art 
colloction and I got works of art. 


Who woro some of the pooolo who gavo lar.o cifts most froquonky? 
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At 
Th 


(Gooring) 


Pritz Thysron has givon things. know him for years before 1933. 
Ho was my porsonal friond. 


What othor pooole voro accus tomud to giving you Gifts fr quontly? 
I rofuso to ansor and rofor to the Articlos of War. 
Exactly how?’ 


In y Articles of War it says I do not havo to givo out information 


+} 
Lau 
at an intorrogation whi 


You do not intend to givo tho nanos? 
Thogo aro the most privato things in Germany. I will only enowor 
whon it cohcorns mo spocifieally. Thoso things woro givon on the 


basis of friondshipe I also gavo privato gifts as woll, 


Thoro is nothing stated in intornational lew that you camot talk 
> 
about friondships. 


Tho things that aro said may bo 4 disadvantage to the frionds. 
Wiat of it - that makos no difforonoo. 
I would like to hrvo a little timo to think it ovor. 


Wo will go on to somothing olsc, but you rad bottor think it ovor, 
as wo will como back to the subjoct. Havo you tr wolod in Spain? 


Was onec in a Spanish harbor but did not loavo the boat. It was a 
hi» from San Romo, Italy and was only thoro for ono-half hour. 


Whoro you ovor in Portugal? 

Nos 

Havo you ovor boon to South Amorica? 

I havo novor boon to oithor ono of tho Amoricad. 


Givo all tho placos you wont abroné outside of Gormany bosidos 
Franco, Italy, Donmark, Swodon, Switzerland. 


furkoy, 1927, I think; Groceo, Bulgaria, Yugoslaviae 
Have you over boon to Bagland? 

Sovoral timos. 

Whon? 


1927-8 - Tho British passport burcau would know moro about ite 
I!was thoro not moro than throc timose l 


How long woro you thoro? 


gáx wooks or oight wooks ~ things go so far back that my 
momory fails. 


Did you ovor keep a diary? 
Noe A U J + b, J 3 
Did your Sccrotary koop ono for you? 


Yos a log and the Adjutcnt kop a logs I kopt « diary in spote. 
o Adjutant kept ono for tho last years. It vrs in Borlin boford wo loft. 


iy 








SECREL | (Goring) 
Thoy woro burned in Karinhall which was whoro oll tho things Woro,» 
Tt has boon bombod out or domolishod, My mon or Russians did it as 
I goyo tho ordor thot ovorything must bo burnod, Tho Russians camo 
botwoon Borlin and Karinh-1l. Wo had to maiko a run for it so I gavo 
tho ordor to burn ovorything ond domolish the placo if military con- 
ditions nocbasitcatod it. i 
Did you romovo tho paintings? 
Thoro was a groat doal of stuff burricd thoxo. 
foll us whoro it is and wo will got it. 
I was told whoro it was burriod and I saw whoro it was purriod but it 
4g difficult to try to got it. Also tho Russians will not lot you dig 
thoro. I havo told boforo whore it isn. You must bo vory carcful. 
Toro is nothing famous. Tho most famous was 2 Vonus given by the 
Italian Govornmont. 
Whoro olso aro things burriod? 
Bvorything olso was in the train. It was supposed to bo put into tho 
air raid sholter in Borehtosgauon but tho train was bombod and so was 
Borehtosgod on. 
Any sola? 
No. 
Was anything olse put in tho minos? 
No, just tho cold you havo alroady found, It wasn't mino. 
Is thoro any placo whore things of that naturo wore hiddon? 
Tho $$ was a stato within a stato. Thoy havo things of their own. 
Evon whon my position was ct its hoight, I noyor had any influonco 
ovor tho SS, I could not look at tho SS. 
Did you found tho Gostapo? 
I founded it originally as a copy of othor State Police and solely to 
combat commnists. Thon within a fow months I had to turn it evor to 
Himmlor. Ho dovclopod it from thet day on, 
Why did you havo to turn it ovor to Himmlor? 
Hitlor's ordors. | Tho police was tho first thing in Gormany made for 
the whollo stato, for tho Roich itscl®, undor contralized control ond 
this ws undor Himmlcr. ly Gostapo wos just for tho Prussian Stato. 
Did your soparate from the othor whon it was turnod ovor? 
No, thorc woro twolvo officials of tho Costapo to protect him and 
wateh moe Himmlor ordoròd almost imodictoly that all prominont of- 
ficinls in tho Govornmont have protoction. Those officials followod 


mo Wherover I wont, ospocislly in croids , 


- comoctod with any othor aviation company, bosides tho 


Lut Trafic in 1920. 
1925 woro thoro any othcor? 


yont to Italy in the spring and had nothing to do thoro s 


‘oro you in Swodon thet time? . ; ` 


— a 


a (mg 





Two and a half yonrs. 


Do you havo ^ stop-son? 


Yos . 
What is his namo? 


Thomas 


Von Kant.cw. His mothor and fathor woro divorced but the 
Pathor 


was still alivo». 


Did ho livo with your firet wifo? 


Ho alternatod botwoon his fathor and mothor. 
Did you ontor an institution in 1925? 

Yos, A sanit rium in Swodon. 

How long woro you thorc? 

Four wodks. 

Did you roturn to Gormany whon you cnmo 

No, 


Did you havo any businoss affairs? 


A yoar ond a hal? I did nothing; sccond 


yaar and a half I oes in 
tho parechuto businoss ond als whiclos for tho Swedisn pross. 


rot. 
rowo 


Did you write for Avolog? 


Later. I also had books printo: 


ma 


four 
Also wroto 


Year Plan". Also wrot 


for Amozicon papors 


What about "Gormany Roborn"? 


Thi 


S 


was tho samo "Birth 


of 
Is it an autobiography? 


Not in 
of 


stylo but indirectly 
the Vorsaillos Tronty. 


oS 


Whon was ‘it written? 


1934 or 1935 = during tho firs 


Was it just written or was it 
It was published immnod 


and this w-s dono bco u 


BC 


Did you. have an intorost in 


No, oxcont for his books. 


Do you owm any publishing hous 


Wa 
lo 
Stato 
a majority of th 


stock, Theoy 


No. 
Tho 
hold 


that 


— 
BvLOCKe 


sould not 


Was thor law against it? 


any 


could only buy stock oF 
got vory involvod ii 
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Published a poriodic..1 cxlled 
"Birth of a Nation” for Engilsnd. 
end very voll poid. 
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(Gooring) 


Hitlor said that they sheuld not do it. Tho Roichstag mombors woro 
not supposed to unloss thoy owned tho factory. 


Is that how you acquired tho Hormann Gocring works? 


Whon I got tho Jour Yoar Blan and checked ovor tho basic industrics, 
coal, iron, otce, I found out that wo wore vory dopondont outsido of 
Gormany in iron. My job in tho Sour Yoar Plan was to croato 
supporting country in raw matorials as woll as foodstuffs. 

thoro was plonty of iron oro availnblo in Gormany but was muci pooror 
than that of Sweden. Tho capitalists wanted good oro from Sw 

not n low quality for tho blast furnacos. I called on all the 
manufacturing pooplo. I gave thom ono yoar in which to oxploit 

Tho largo ancs wore at Salagittor nowr Amborg; smaller onos i 
Wurttonborg, Aftor ono yoar thoy just hadn't dono anything i 

whilo. Scicntists sore wrong in thoir statomonts so tho okny 

givon to mo to go ahond. Thoroupon I built the largost st 

an Amorican Company - Brassort = Anglo Amoricnn. Another b 

was built in RIngland ond copicd ours. 


Whose funds? 


Not mino, of course, as i You think too much 
of mo. 


Didn't you havo sovoral million in ort works? 
That would have boon a small porcontago of 

Who put up the monoy? 

Tho Stato and stocks woro sold to tho public. 
Did you buy tho stock? 

I couldn't ap cal to othors nd not buy mysolf, 
How much did you buy? 


It is difficult to ostimato; porhaps from 40 thousand up to 130 
thousand. Bogan with 40 thousand dofinitoly - 40 thousand marks 
worth. 


How mush porcont? 
Almost nothing = it was a drop in tho buckot. 
How much was tho capital total stock? 


I do not know but tho Ministry of Finance doos 


Who handled that? 


Paul Ploizor. I am not a monoy man or a businoss man. I would 
not mow how to filo in a stock company. I was just an organizer, 
Bvorything was dono by tho FPinanco Ministry. 

I 


As tho company oxpanded was it always hold by tho Reich? 


Actually a small porcontage of the stock wont into private hands, 
Tho Salzgittor wos tho first =~ thon built tho Mormann Gouring 
Works in Linz. “antod Amborg oro with stool and iron. ‘hon wo 
obtainod Excborg in Austria -= main sourco of Austrian oro, Tho 

oro in Solsgitttor had noid in it and the othors wero ĉroo of neid 
but os a bagó tho combination of tho two mado a good mix for tho 
blast furnaces, Tho Ruhr industrios woro obligztod to take cortain 
percont of Salzvittor orcs. 


« in 
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FAG Fs 
(Gooring ) 
What do you monn oblisatod? 


It was forced upon thom by the Stato in interost of nationn! zuto- 
Oracy. Tho Ruhr roturncd coal north to Salagittor. Tho H.G, Works 
woro maintainod on a compotative basis so that tho Stato did not 
have to put in funds, But tho businoss of oxchnnging iron orc for 
coal mado thom compictoly depondont on tho Ruhr coal mincs, So wo 
bought all tho coal minos so that they could compote, 


Did tho Stato buy the minos? 


Tho Stated omod a lot of minos alrcady. Tho Prussian Stato was tho 
largost ovmor of minos. Tho H.G. Works woro not complotod, Othorviso 
it wouldhavo bocn tho bigzust iron and stool producing combination in 
the worlds Onco thoy got tho basis of coal in tho Ruhr, thoy had to 
got a transportation system sot up so a shipping concorn ws treated. 


What was tho namo of that? 


Prussian Stato Owmor of Inland Watorways and Shipping. It was turnod 
evor to tho H.S. Works. Thoroforo prossurce was put on to comploting 
tho Rhino/Danube Canal to got it dono. This was still on a compo- 
titivo basis and I was croating ` wholo now thing from tho sourco 

of tho salo. I had to go into stool and iron fabricating industrices. 
Wanted to build ono building yard but it could not bo dono, Tho Rhino 
Motal was thon takon ovor by tho Stato; noxt to Krupp Works this was 
tho bigzoste 


What yoar? 


Do not mow. Wo wontod to got togother and build another at Salzgittor 
as Krupp wos to noar the border. Army put it into Austrix. Thon v 
bought tho majority of stock of Skoda in Pilsun, Arums Works .t Brno 
and meny small factorics. I was tho organizor and tho policy making 
dot2ils woro dono by poolo bolo. 


Who handlod tho dctails? 


Ploisor. Tho works woro divided up into the mining scetion; production 
soction and transportation, Tho compsnics woro acquired and wre lort 
as thoy woro, only I locatod thoir control and in?lucnced thom, Thoy 
kopt thoir original parts. I had nothing to do wth th founding of 
those firms, Hormnn Gooring Works is tho namo of tho firms aotually 
Pounded (Roichsivorko Hormann Gocring). If tho thing had boon carricd 
throuch to compldtion, thoy would build up tho iroa of Salagittor to 

a city callod tho,H.G, City. Tho population would hve boon 300,000 - 
vory largo. Salzgittor first had a popul -tion of 60, 000 or 70,000. 


Woro thoro any banks or banking institutions in tho i.G. org mization? 
No. Bans would not havo anything to do. No banking institutions. 
Wero thoro any chomical works? 

Bruox Synthotic Oil Works. Czoch companys» 

Was thorc compdtition with IL Ge Farbon? 

Yoo. 

Who duvolopod tho procoss? 

How iPrecons. Gonorsting gas from tar products dorivod somo sort of 
fucl and this fucl was to savo gas byproducts. All gos vould havo 
boon availablo for planose i 

Wow closo woro you ticd up with 1.G. Parbon? ‘Wòro both controllod 
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Many now things wore dovolopod. Mado sevoral donle wth IG. Farbon 
md Krauch of tho four yoar plan would know about this. 


Did I.G. Farben control many patonts in use by various firms? Did 
you lot out patonts? 


During tho war wo gonorally oxchanged patents. 


Did you oxchango vatents outsido Gormany? 


I do not mow, Thoro were Borgius = Fischor - Tropsch mcthods for 
making: gas firey coal, Brucx had a now method. 


What was this mothod? 
I do not mow, They unod somo gas from coke by-product. 


Who would know thoso things in tho H.G, Works? What aro tho various 
organizations who did technical work? 
. 

I was tho nominel hoad - Pleisor wes poneral diroctor of the Division 
of Traffic and Tronsportation, Dichls was in tho last fow wooks but 
loft and thore was no now man to roplaco him. Ploisor worked directly 
through tho staff, Grutzbach workod on othor firms. I mado policios 
and workod with Ploigor. Ploigor was tho most important man. Ho had 
tho roal HG. Works in his control and ho took caro of transport.ction. 
Through his discretion -npointmonts woro mado. Ho novor took caro of 
policy mothods as ho was a svocialist, 


Whore did Ploigor livo? 


Westphalian by birth, Ho ttur and was quite woll 
known thoro, 


Boos ho livo thoro now? 


If he didn't got caucht by tho Ruscians ho is thoro now. Tho Russians 
woro always trying to got him, From tho timo tho Russians got to: the 
Odor, thoy had speci] intorost in cortain pooplo, Up to 1900 Russia 
end Gormany woro vory closo, Tho Gorman af Picora corns had proat ro- 
epoct for Russions and always saw thom at thoir v ry bost ~t St. 

* * * wh, +}, hog. niet — awed — ss nm 
Potorsburr. Recs the wer eane wo got togothor imuodintcly. Then whon 
thoy got a little pror t 438 wont tho othor way and wo wor kopt back. 
Thoro Wap 2 brio treaty in 1939 Wo havo always boon soured of -tho 
Russians and foarcd thom, It was a vory odd situxtion and when th y zot 

5 +} 2 á Á n A . m a F 7 kad 
to —* Odor they mido all sorts of promiscs. Thoy dropped a lot of 
papors with what apnarently was vory clover propoginda and thoir point 
of viow scomod to chango which was woll ehom when thoy got to Borli 
In Borlin tho turod tho majority of ing Gormans —— 

hey capturo 16 wejority of loading Gormans in all fiolde 
of scionco, otce 


Ne 


Did you got a salary as hoad of tho H.G. Works? 

Not = ponnys 

Did you havo an account with tho Roichg kroditbank? 
Charity fund, not personal, 

What was its naturo? 

It wes from 10 marks to 1,000 to tako caro of tho pooplo,. 
In whoso namo? 


Woltzoirs had be on with mo in tho last war. Ho mado monoy and wantod 
to givo it to m for tho Air Corpse. This fund was mado us * 


Was it put in his namo? : ne 
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(Goc ring ) 


Ho controlled ite 
What othor funds did ho control? 


Nono. Militery funds vuro scerdt. Thoy woro officially undor my 
namo, but with no control. 


Who vould know officially? 


I havo alroady talkod about this. 

Who had chargo of tho check book? 

Thore was a small fund in tho Air Corps Ministry. First undor my 
namo and was thon turnod over to tho Ministry to givo sums of monoy 
to poonlo's fami.lios who wore hurt or killod in action. 

What funds did you havo control ovor’ 

I havo nunca thom. 

Personal accounts? 


+ QD 


Doutscho, Dank and Thysson Bank. 

Doos your wifo h sn account? 

Only in the Thyssen Bank, 

Dià you withdraw any monoy in April 194) to sond to any othor bank? 
I gavo an order to sond ono= half million marks to a bank in southorn 
Gormany. If it had boon dono I would have boon notified but I hvo 
nover hoarde 

What bank? 

Loft that up to the bank to pick whatover bank was best. 

Whaat bank: 

Loft: it up to tho Thysson Bank. 

Just to sond tho monoy out, how would thoy know? 

I told thom to notify mc just as soon as tho monoy wont through. 
Word you always noar the bank so thoy could lot ‘you know? 

I told thom to notify my office if I was not thoro. 

Did you havo an account in the bank at Borehtosg.c 


No, just ı small account whilo I was building tho houso, It was 
closed wien tho. houso was finished, 


Did you sond an ordor that tho monoy was being sont? 
No, tho bank: was doing thate 
Did you sivo your wife tho right to uso the account? 


No, just gavo the ordor to sonà tho moncy. I too would liko to know if 
it was sonte 21 








SSLRET (Gocring) 


Did you cvor givo an ordor to any bank to doposit monoy against 
which your vifo could draw? 


In Borlin, of coursos 

Not in Southorn Gornony or Austria? 

No othor placo; only in Borlin, 

What bank in Borlin? 

August Thyssone 

Did you have control over your wifs's funds? 
No, it just isn't donce 

Isn't that Gorman. lav? 


Tt can be donc. If you have very littlo you havo a joint account; 
if you havo a lot, sopirato accounts e 

> you mado a will? 
I ran doing that now but it isn't nocossary as ultimately undor tho 
lav’ ovorything will go to my child. I thcro is no child it is 
nccossary to mko a will. 


Havo you mado a wili sinec your child was born? 


WW, 
‘Tor 


t provisions woro mado for your wif 
is included in tho child's inhoritenco. 
Is thoro nny provision to losvo cortain jowols or paintings? 


I took out somo small pictures which I gavo as prosonts to my wifo 
from timo to timo and thoy are listed in tho will. 


Aro you loaving anything to your scervtary or frionds? 

Tho list has boon wsottlod and my wifo is to taku caro of ovorything, 
Where is tho list? 

It was packod along with tho library. 

Which placo? 

It wes on tho train, I had two trains with my heoadquartors on ono of 
thom. Ono train was protected in a tunncl along tho sido of the track. 
Wion things startod tho guards disappeared and a great many things woro 
lost. Jowol casos woro Oponod and the stonos taken but tho sittings woro 
sexttered all around. 

Did you inspoct tho train? 

An Aniovican officor told mo about it. 

Papors voro loft in tho train? 


Yos “~ 


Your yorsonal papers? 


g N AANI 








(Gooring) 


Was Limburgor thoro? 
ss, sho wos with tho ajut ‘nts on tho train in tho q ficc, But sho 
™ and I don't know when or whore she wont. The Moroce seame and 


mon l ft. 


you relicvod from arrest? 

They took me ‘to Austria with my family on tho 4th or Sth of May aftor 
bombardmont. Air Corps troops wore going through tho tom and 
j from tho 5S. Mautorndorf was tho namo of tho town whoro tho 


in inventory of your essots? 


ntory was made by Hoffor of art works. Everything was sonttored 


round tho train ond I do not know wat was rocollected. Whon 


was in dangor tno stock which it was not possible to got out was 
ond the stock dostroyods Wo aid not want tho Russians to got 


ork of listing - 211 banks gavo listse 
lly wifo stole some valuable rings tho day 
nd a cot, Chryslor, with a cn uffour, Hogolor, 


ring for hime 
simal lawycr? 
Vom Borg, of Borlin, bu ho knows vory 
hayo only beon to so him about fivo or six 
à somthing? 
v hing with tho bank. From 1929-43 my 
Kornataky noc Gundtmann, who was vory woll 
soerctarye Sho diod in 1943 and tho othor 
> dicd all sorts of pooplo of importanco 
was vory popular. 
You havo mado out ta 
My scorotary mado thon outs 
Did Limburgor do 
Yc De 
Who was Frau Darton? 
T know. doctor by that namo ‘but aid not know ho vas marriods 
Who was ho? 
A doctor on my start. 
Puysici un? 


Ho was a military doctor, Oborfoldarzt (It. Col. } 


seers 








£ (Gooring) 
Do you know whoro tho painting of Van Eyok's is, “Adoration of tho Lamb?" 


I was not vory much intorosted in sacrod pictured. It was not among my 
things. It is ss seareo A9 hons tooth. 


Wo know it is raro. 


Hoffor myy know about its I nm vory interostod and would bo intorostod 
to mow about it. Whoro was it supposod to havo boon? 


It wan takon out of Holland. 

Iv it had gono through Paris, I would have mom about ite 
Do you know Otto Pirstor? 

Noe 

Do you know Gustor Rucklotaté Art doalor? 
Nos 

Do you mow Buchner? 

Yose 

Whom did you dol with in this connection? 
No ono - just wont in ond purchr.sod things. 
Did you cvor poll anything? 


Bought and sold - Burla long. before 1933. Bornhoim's in Munich, It was 
an art firm and I bought things theroe 


Did you scll anything? 
No. 
How much did you spend on the art collcction? 


Bought woll and exchanged oven botter; thorofore, spont rolativoly littlo. 
Colloetion was made for tho public. 


How much did you spond? 
Hofvor would Noe 


Did you buy from privxto calors or wore the picturos confiscated from 
collcetions? 


A high bankor in Holland Dicd. Ho dicd whon ho wont to England, his wifo 
told ms, Whon ho landod ho forgot something on tho boat and wont back on 


tho ship - tho hatohos woro openod and ho foll in and was killed, This was 
in 1940 boforo Germany took Holland, ‘Tho bank know of my, intorost in art 
ond thoy wanted to soll ovorything. I borrowod monoy to carry out tho 
transaction but I was only intorostod in tho picturos, tho| rost was sold and 

tho houso was takon over by Miodl, I borrowd tho monoy to covor tho on- 
tiro domńds of tho bank and lawyors and gavo it to Micdl om tho condition 
thait Micdl soparnto tho picturcd. Mical bought tho whole things. 


Do you havo ony jnsuranco? 
Somo in Gormuye 
Whai company? 


Ming, Borlin. 








Ono. policy? 

Also a firo policy. 

Doos your wifo havo n policy? 

Nos 

Did you have anything for your child? 

Sho gots somothiuy; at the aga of 20, You can hwo th it too. 

Wo aro not kidding = thoso ar: things you robbod from overyone olso nad 
wo aro going to goo that thoy aro rostorod. Most of thoso things woro 
bought, yor, but at a prico Pixod by yous 


Tt will bo hard to find an art doalor or jowolor who sayo I fixud the 
prico., Thore io nothing you can do. 


Didn't you organizo to receive organisations for ocoupiod torritorion? 
No, 

Didn't you havo tho Govornmont do it? 

Eact organisation. 

Who aro Bison ond Rosenborg? 

Two historians» 

Weon't Rosenborg an officor of tho Luftwaffo? 

No. 

You novor had thio officor? 

It is posciblo that a picturo of his was in tho colloction. 

Didn't Rosenborg havo the help cnd ascistanco of the Luftvatfo in this work? 
I gavo two art historians to holy rogistor. 


Didn't you also say it vould bo popsiblo to romov» vory valuablo cultur: 
things from Jowish owmorchip out of thoir hiding places? 


Thoy wore put cafay Por gafo koopinge Sono sont to Parise 

On what Law? 

4n ordor which wic cignod by Hitlor. 

You wroto it and ho sinod it? 

I do not know. Wo talkcd it ovor with tho Fronch Govornmont = Vichy 


Govornmont.s 
| 


Havo you any. .goney for locating forocign oxch nro? 


Steffolt. His job wap to look for cnytiing that the Jovo misht iev loft 
bohind, Thoos things voro takon, Ir thoy woro pepors, thoy word! takon to 
tho Boichsbank; if art, it wac takon to Parise This Was dono in all 
countrioa. 


What was tho Thurndo Agonoy? 
- 25 baad 
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SECRET 
At Administrativo job; Gorman Military Administration in Puriae 


Q: Did thoy hwo comothing to do with tho colloction of art from the Jows 
arid oafo doposit boxes? 


Yoo. Soouritdice nnd works of art woro rogtotorod aftor they woro Tor 
portod, If thoro was no quoction, tho picturce wont to Paris and tho 
monoy to tho Roichebank. If thoro was any doubt, thoy stayods 


What is your amunl incomo? i 
20,000 marko a month as Roichomarohl;, 5,600 marke « month for boing 
Commandor=ineChiof of tho ‘ar Corps with oubtractin: totogi 1,600 marika 

a month ao Procidont of tho Rodehstag. Alco had my writing but there wis 
no givon amount, Por «11 tho books thoro was a profit of almost omo 
million markos . 


Didn't it cost moro tian this to livo? 


A numbor of things word pid for. Borlin nnd Karinhall woro supported 
by tho Stato. 


Didn't you spond n largo sum on pictures =- morc than you onrned? 


I had funds and ondowments given for usco in gotting pictures end suche 
Thoy arc small things you can't romombor? 
omalle, 
o thome 


Endowmont on 50th birthday. Endowment for Kvrinhalle Hitlor gavo mo 
monoy for this. 


Who mows about tho figuros - Limburgor? 

I do not know if sho doos know or not, 

Who dooc mnow? 

No onde 

Aro your mothor or fathor living? 

No. 

Any borthors of sinters? 

You. 

Namon? 

Half-brothor in Wicsbadon who is 74 yoars of apo named Mnj. Wilhoin 

Gooring - he long timo retirod. Prof. Dr, loinrich Gooring, oyo doctor 

in Wiocbadon. Sistorawnd brothor long sinco dond. 
istors and brotliors 

Oldoat: brothor, Karl, diod in tho lust wor. Sisto 


* 
do not know whore thoy aro = maybo with tho Rusoianse 
a Gomp but novor was a pnrty mombor. 


No onc is going to touch your rolativos. We do n 
Tho Amoricans my not hurt thom, ‘but tho Russians wi 
Wo will bo ablo to find out from someone lso = it is vory simplos 
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SEGRE? 


Thon it will not bo on my conscience, 


Do you havo rolativos outside of Gormany 


Not closo rolativose 

How close? 

Uncles and cousins. 

Whoro? 

I do not mow as I havo had no connoctiona with thome 

Do you kmow whothor sny party manbors sont funds abroad? 

No, thoy would havo havo told mos 

Would you ovor hoar? 

I boliovo this is primarily propaganda. 

Woro you friondly with Himmlor? 

No. Thoro was much jonlousy. Himmlor wantod tho job as gocond in command 
and on tho surface ho was vory earoful but thoro was much propaganda against 
mo which camo from storios by Himmlor, This was dono to lowor my 

prestigo in Gormanye 

Did you know him as an official outsido of police work? 

I know him as chicf of tho Gorman Polico, Ministry of Intorior, 

Hgv rmoh did you know of Hirmlor's countorfoiting activitios? 


Only what I havo hoard on tho radios I do not know how ho could havo 
dono ite I would liko vory much to kn™. 
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— 4 June 1945 
Yesterday you said you would œ nsider telling us where 
* — thé things were buried. here wero they 
uric 


It is almost impossible to describe from hore because 
the objects are spread and a chart would be very 
@ifficult to draw. If Iwac at the place I could 
point out the places but technically it is impossible 
to draw then. 


Is there a chart in existance? 
Noe 
Who else knows where these things are buried? 


The soldiers who were with me and who did this under 
my instructions. 


Is there somebody we could take up to point out the place? 


That is difficult to say. The guard was later sont to 
the Russian fromt ond I do not know what became of the 
soldiers. Also I do not know what happened to the 
officer. I think thet even if wo had one of the soldicrs 
it would be impossible as the Russians would not pormit 
the digging up of anything without their getting it. I 
have the hope thet at some later time we can got the 
things. 


What is tho nano of the officer? 
Major,FPrankenborg. 

That Regiment or outfit? 

Panzer Corps = no further details known, 

Yas he sont to tho Russian front or to Russia? 


Russian front > he reached that sector and undervent 
very heavy fighting. 


‘hen was the material buried? 


About the middle of April 1945. The objects could not 
be removed as they were too henvy ond the Russicns woro 
spreading across the Oder. Most of tho things which 
are buried have nothing to do with this whole matter 
ana were personal things not acquired abroad. 


You also spoke yesterday of your first secretary, het 
wae her age when sho dieca? 


| 
She was in her 30's. Sho dicd of fish poisoning. 


Did you ever go to Ircland? 

No. 

Would the office of the Four Yocars' Plan which approvod 
forcign exchange transactions have to coordinate with 
the Ministry of Economics? 


Yos, there was close coordination. 
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(Goering) 


If you wanted to take momey or foreign exchange was 
there a record made at the Ministry of Sconomics? 


No, if I wanted foreign. exchange I mntacted the Reichs- 
bank, ‘he Roichsbank administered forcign oxchanzo. 


“hoadid. they permission from the Four Years' Plan or 
the Ninistry of Sconomics? 


No, normally in my case as in everyone clsc's, the 
Reichsbonk obtained permission of the Reich Economic 
Ministry. 


When officials w.zxted foroign exchange personally, how 
did thcy go about it exactly? 


Both in the case of ::inistera and persons requiring 
Sums of normal @izc, the Reichsbank would obtein the 
permission of the Reichs Eœ nomic Minister; however, 

in the case of cxtrenecly large snounts often required 
by forcign ministers, my permission həd to be obtaincd. 


a8 there a regular form filled out in the first instenco? 


I assume so but when I wes approached I wis shown no 
form. ‘hon poople came in in the course of regular 
business to tell mo what requests had been ċċcivod,; 
they vould state the name of who wentod the moncy, for 
woot purchase snd I would sey yes or no. 


Vhon you travelled abroad and wonted large amount of 
monoy how did you acquire it? 


i mover had an excessive amount. Jhen I plonned 2 trip, 
figured out how much monoy I would neca and nddce s 
ittlo and requested forcign exch-nge and would remit 
to the Reichsbank the Roichsmark equivalent and would 
return what I did not usc, I must point ont that in 
some ccses foreign exchange WaS Very scarcc. In tho 
casc of Italim, French and Dutch foreign exchenge, 
there was always à sifficicnt amount. Swedish forcign 
exchange was very scarce. No one abroad wantcd to 
take Inglish pounds. 


That about U.S. dollars? 


Sometincs they were very difficult ‘to get. I reecll 
when I was making a purchase in Turkey, they would not 
take dollars as thoy wore no good to them. Turkey wos 
not anxious to buy dollars os Turkey could not buy any- 
thing from the U.S. cxcept arms ond they had Imrge orders 
on the books with little chance of getting dclivory. 
Countrics like France, Italy anê nil Occupied countries 
would not accept dollers in pcyment. 


Do you heve funds or property in Turkey? 
No; I have answered that question for the loth tinc. 


Who. would handle foreign exchange transactions for you 
when you were abroad? 


Hy adjutent or seerctary. 
~ 
hi 
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(Gooring) 
“hen you wont abroad you said you always had ^ suitecse 
full of money and always had cash? 
I was talking about lirs in Italy as the rato was so 
low thet it was mecessary to ecrry a bag full of money 
with mo. During the inflation if you wanted to buy 
somothing cven in Germany or for travolling for 8 days, 
it wos nocessary to have a suitense for the money. 
How about when you travolled in Franco? 
In France I would go to the Gorman Military _dninistra= 
tion and they would give mo any amount ond Borlin would 
remit to them. : 
How about travolling in Holland and Belgium? 
Handled the same waye 


tas it the seuc in other forcign countrics which were 
occupied? 


No becruse they hed no cash. 

That zbout Bulgariz end Rounsnia? 

I have not boon there during the wars 

How did you get money before the war? 

I hove boon to Bulgariz sna Rowmania before tho war. 
How did you zet forcign oxchange ^t that time? 

like everyone celso, every private individual travelling 
nbroad in peace time, I had enough forcign cash in ny 
pocket to last the first few days; then I would use 2 


Letter of credit. 


What bank? 


It is impossible t> rocall besides I didn't havo the 
letter of credit, my adjutent had it. 


“Yes it on the Reichsbank and would othor banks honor it? 


‘I renlly do notcknow. I always had moncy in my pocket 
as every,3 or 4 days ny adjutant would draw money. Pre= 
sume ‘money was issucd by 2 bank.. I think you are wider 
the wrong impression. as 2 trovelicr I nevor had a 
pocket book. Lll mattorg were handled by ny adjutant. 


Do you recall anything bout Himmler's counterfeiting? 


No, I om vory interested to hear. Yesterday things 

wore mentioned but I still deny knowing anything about 
thom. I om particulorly interested bocnuse Himmler ` 

was frequently requesting lerge sums of forcign cxe 
chango to be used abroad for tho purpose of intelligence. 
If he counterfeited money he would not have told me. I 
think now after all the discussions with tho .moricans 

in addition to the sum found by the Devisenschutzkomnand?, 
whenever the Gestapo confisertcd foreign oxehango, con- 
trary to instruction snd the lav, they dià not surrender 
the money to the Reichsbank but kept the foreign ox- 
change to themsclvcs. 








(Goering) 


` Do you deny these things aren't truc? 


Himmler never told mc. 
Did you trust the Luftwaffe? 
Be 


Would ‘anyone ever tell you if there was anything wrong 
between Himmler and any of them? 


During the last few months there was a enmpnign by the 
Gestapo and the SS to breed distrust betweon the Luft- 
waffe and mysclf. They contacted especially the younger 
officers of the Luftwaffe nå triod to make capital out 
ef the fact that the Luftwaffo was cblo to do so little 
about the attacks meade on Germany. 


Yas there any part of the Iuftwaffo thit aided Himmlor 
in secreting funds abroad? 


No 4% was impossible beenusc ho had no direct influence; 
besides thore wos only ono plane at Himmlor's disposal 
and Himmler wuld give na direct orders. There were 3 
or 4 planos which wore not manno by Luftwaffe crows 

but by SS crows. These were the planes of the Punror 
ond Himalor. ‘hat he hes done with those planes porson- 
nally I do not kmow but the Luftweffe is out of the 
question. Himmler could not evon give a direct order 
when on agent was to be dropped. There wos 2 special 
soction of the Luftwaffe which had to be notified as to 
the locality whero the agent wes tobe droppods It was 
only through this channol thet Himmler could proccod 

on such netters. 


Were such agents dropped in South imericn? 


Wo didn't got that far by plane. They wore @ropped in 
.frien, France, England snd Russin., Evon for this thoy 
to uso american 2ppsrctus 7s ours wouldn't go that 
2 Our materinl wes used with German insignias on 
them. Howovor, if Himnler wanted to take something 
abroad he was the only acn who could do it becnuse he 
was in cherge of forcign intelligonce which was every- 
where in the ncutrel countries too. In thot mannor ho 
wes the only ono who had such connections abroad. The 
mon in chargo of thet branch was Schellenberg, a very 
well known title bolicved to be the SS grupponfuhrer, 
Sehcllenberg hrs gone abroad, 
mere has ho gone? 
I hove heard from my conrađes around here that he has 
gone to x country in the north and I think possibly it 
is Sweden. 


Is there anyone else in Himmler's organigntion who 
handloa forcign ngents? 


I do not know Schellenberg and I have never scen him. 

Ne outsiders knew enything sbout Himmler's orgonizntion 
It will bo necessary for you to interrogate n person in- 
z high place in the organization to obtein such informe- 
tion. There wore a large part of Intelligence nsking 
ebout the Wehrmacht head by Amiral Canaris but after 
July 20th this function was assigned to Himmler and from 
then on it became c high secret organization, But even 


before that Himmler had = foreign departmont, P AN 
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Yos Hans Thomsen in Hinmler's orgnnizaticn? 


Definitcly he did not belong to the Himmler organizati one 
Some in the organization were not genorally knows. The 
33 was ondeavoring to got prominent people fron industry, 
sciences, cducation and arts and granted them 7 honor- 
ary position within the SS, One day they were all sent 
38 uniforms nd the next day everyone turned up in the 
uniforms. They gradually come under the 55 influence, 
Miomson was in a SS uniform duc to such 2 thing :s this. 


T 


Ye definitely did not belong to tho organization. 


atv 
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INTERROGLTION OF VON KROSIGK 
4 June 1945 


Wheat is your full nome? 

Lutz Grof Schwerin von Krosigk. 
When were you born? 

22 sugust 1887. 

Where? 

Rathmansdorf, jnhalt. 


‘hat is the office or position that you hold in the Reich 
Financial Ministry? 


Roich Financial Hinister, 
Do youjhold any other positions? 


On 2 Hay 1945 I was appointed FPorcign Minister by 
— Doenitz in the Provisionnl German Govornnent,. | 


Want is your address? 

Berlin, Rhoinbabon Le 25. 

Is that where your family lives now? 

Nós They have lived for the past 2 yoars in Hecklingen 
— The family wont to anhalt efter the apartment 
in Berlin was destroyed. 

‘herc dc they live in Hecklingen? 

They live on 2 farn near Hecklingen which is owned by 
my sister-in-law. The main owner is von Trother which 
is her name. 

Have you any other addresses? 


ilo except for nn old regulsr address in Berlin which 
was destroyed. Berlin, Thiel -llec 89. Berlin Dah: 


Zavo you ever lived abroad outside cf Gorminy? 


I studi¢d as 2 young mam in England. “pont 2 yoars 
at Oxford. 


Í 
How long have you worked in the Reich Finęznee Ministry? 


Since 1920. 
‘hat @cpartment did you work in? 


I cntored the Reparations Scotion until 1924 and then 
cntereé the Budgets Section snd became Director of this 
Section in 1929. I think that was the date. À 
: Aion 
How long were you in the Section on budgets? “Ja? i? 
¿ 
Until 1932, thc yezr which 


we ave > SO 








SEC REZ (yon Krosigk). 


Tas that in connection with tho Onbinet of Barong? 


Yes. 


Did you romain Minister of Financo since 1952 without 
changed? 


Thora wre no change. 


As Wdnister of Finance what is the 2pppoximcte qmownt 
of Roichemarks issued or in circulation? . 


Jinco pril we lost in Berlin the picture of what was 
going on, 


De you know up until that time? 
40 billions 
Hot more? 


No. Note issue was on the Reichsbank. Also short- 
termed treasury bills, 


Only Reichsmarks - how mach in Rentennarks outstanding? 
I can't tell exactly, 1 pillion. 
Jagn't circulation about 50 billion Reichsmarks? 


Tunk specializes in this — he was President of the 
Reichsbank. 


Surely you know the Gireulation as Reich Finance liinister? 


Yeo, the marke being issned by the Reichsbank. They 
were lost in Zcoomics and were not under nes 


Teren't you in close coordina tion? 


In the last months we were not. There was a change 
since July 1944 - before thot financial matters were 
somewhat stable. After July 1944 we lost the total. 


Do you mean that after the attempt on Hitler's life in 
July the currency people lost control of such things in 
circulation? 


Not only the attempt at Hitler's life but also because 
of the military situation in the country. 


Into whose control did that go? ‘Tho took control and 
when were you no longer consulted? 


Things were very much out of hand and after that time 
people did not go to banks and savings banks to #eposit 
money and money had to be printed an¢ circulation had 
to be increased. 


That I know. But you were still informed after July 
1944 since circulation increase were you authorized 
or the banks ‘told to issue? 


=.. s = 0 Pez 
~ — — — — 
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§ von Krosigk later increased this figure to 60 billion, 
supras» pe 96 . > 
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(von Krosigk) 


There was no other means to issue notes of the Reichs- 
bank. Punk always kept me informed. There was no 
other possibility left but to issue notes. ‘Ye lost 
control and we couldn't do anything else. 

Through the various methods of Punk didn't you finally 
get the figure of how mach in Reichsmarks was issued, 
say each month? 

I knew constantly up until July, In July 1944 the 
control became very disorderly and we had no other 
means and ceased to issue notes. 

What was the average monthly issuance before July 19447 


I do not wish to make a statement and would prefer to 
see the records. 


There are the records? 


They were in Berlin but they were taken to Mirnoik 
in Flensburg. 


Jere they left there? 
Yes. 


“ould et say then that at the present time there are 
more than 50 billion Reichsharks outstanding? 


I shouldn't think s0. 

‘here were the notes printed? 

In Berlin at the Reich Printing Yorks. This place was 
used most frequently but there were several other places. 
That was the reason Nr. Funk travelled south. He was 
trying to get notes printed as the printing works in 
Berlin was hit in one of the last raids. 

when was the printing works destroyed? 

Sometime in Harch 1945. 


Up to that tinc most of the printing was done in the 
printing works in Berlin? 


Yes. 


At what other places were notes printed? 


Vienna; imnich, I think; Hamburg, very little; Ling, 
I think. | 


Were any printed at Aldenberg? 
None» 

Vere any printed at Leipzig? 
No, the works was destroyed, 
"hat about Dresden? 


The works was destroged. 
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(von Krosigk) 
Yas the printing plant owned by tho Reich, Reichsbank 
or were contracts given to private printers? ; 
The Reichsdriickerei was the public place in Berlin anà 
Vienna. Other places had merely private printing with 
with contracts from the Reichsts nk. 

vaat was printed in Vienna? 

Reichsnarks. 

Where were Rentenmarks printed? 

In Berlin. 

After the printing works in Berlin was destroyed in 
March, was there a meeting to discuss where other notes 
should be printed or what should be done? 


No, the question of printing was nmer@ly a technical 
problem of the Reichsbank. 


Who exercised control over the volume of narks issucd? 
liinistry of Economics. 

Did the Minister of Finance control note circulation? 

No. 

If Zconomics wished to issuc, you had no control? 

If it was neccessary to print more notes I was told to 

raise taxes; that way it was not necessary to issue 


many. T had no control. 


Vere any instructions sivon for thc local issue of 
currency in different places? 


No, none from Berlin. 
Do you know whether there wore local issues of currency? 


I heard there was a locsl issue in Hamburg but I knew 
nothing about it. 


About what was the total of short termed treasury bills 
outstanding? 


200 billions. 

What was the average length of time? 
6 months 

What rate of interest? 

About 3%. 


What about long termed notes? 


150 billion, with interest at 3 42%. Long term notes 
were for 10 years, The short and middle began fron 
3 months to 4 years. There were all different types 


of notes. The rates of interest started at 2 ¥2 3 and 
went to over 3% for middle term, 3% was given as an 


average. L360 





Long termed notes started at what percent? 


3 2% = the difference was not in the rate of interest 
but in the selling price. 


Approximately how dià that run? What was the discount 
on short term, middle term and long tern? 


The issue price was $100 in the case of short and 
middle term notes. The average selling price for long 
term was 98 ¥2. The selling prices ranged from 98 to 
101 depending on the period of the long term loan. 


About what was the gross income of the Reich in the last 
year and the year before? 


Between 40 and 50 billions. 
Can't you give a more exact figure? 


ge had income coming from customs and taxes that was 
about 30 billion. Also various incomes end revenues 
coming from railroad monopolies, pfofit of the Reichs- 
bank, interest revenues from credits granted, which 
perhaps amounted to 10 billion, 


Was there any income from such a project as the Hermann 
Goering Works? 


There was no net revenue because the subsidiarics noeded 
it for building projects which excecded any profit in 
the Goering ‘orks. 


Did the state receive any other incone, contributions or 
things like that for example from endownents, funds and 
securities? Did the state own socuritics? 

This did not amount to anything. 


Then the itcme montioned are practically tho total 
income of the Reich? 


During the war there was a revenuc caused by contribu- 
tions from the occupied territories. 


About how nuch was that? 


In 1943 it was approximately 10 billion. In 1942 
was not sò much because we did not occupy as many 
but it was inercased by the contributions made by 


How was the sua fixed and brought about? 


Take for example Yrance - France was told to contribute 
a certain sum but just how France internally raised that 
sum through loans and taxcs was immaterial. As far as 
Germany was concerned they had to make that contribution, 


Who fixed the amount? 
It was fixed betweon the Poreign Office and the Supreme 


Commander of tho ‘jehrmacht on the estimated basis on 
what the occupation costs amounted to. 
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4 
Q: How much more in excess of tho estimated occupation costs 
wae the amount fixed? 


a 


A: Sometimes the charge exceeded tho actual occupation 
costs and they. were sometimes less deponding on the 
number of troops stationed in the occupied country. 


q: In France the occupation costs bogan in 1943 at 500 
million francs a day? 


A: Right. 

q: This was very much in excess wasn't it? 

A: Wot too large. : 

q: About how much, 50%? 

A: No, no. It difficult to state the amount of money a6 
we could n. -s find out from tho Supreme Commander of the 


“Ighrmacht vne roal amount of tho costs of the occupa tion ; 
forces. ) 





















Did you try? 
Yos. 


Did you get refused? 





A: I could not get the information. 
Q: Do you know the amount of the occupation costs? 
A: Wo, I was nevor ablo to get then. 


Q: ho would knor how the occupation costs were fixcd? 
What minister might havo been consulted? 


A: The Foreign Minister and the Commandor of the Wehrmacht. ) 
The Sconomics head had. to say whether thoy thought it 
possible to raise such an amount in that muntry. 


A; About what was the total expenditure of the Reich during 
the last fow years? 


80 to 100 billions. 





About what part of this was spent outside of Germany? 





A: Naturally only that portion which related to the occu= 
pation troops abroad and of which I do not know the 
oxact figure because the Supremo Comander never furn= 
ished a statements 

Q: How much was spent for imports from Sweden? 

A: Thad nothing to do with the Reich budget. 

Q: You must know as Reich Minister? 


A: I cannot tell tho figures from memory. 






Qs “hat oxtcnt of ‘trade balance was there betweon the Reich 
linister of Sweden? 


I do not know. 


= =e Se -= 





(von Krosigk) 


Q: Would the Ninistor of Sconomics know? 
:: I am sure he would know, 


Q: Did the Finance Ministry plan any part in foreign 
exchange transactions and on licensing? 


It did not. 


what other duties did the Ministry of Finance have 
releting to budgot and incomco? 


hey wore in charge of the raising of taxes and was. 
custodian, 


Under the Finance Ministry wore decisions made conecrn= 
ing romittances of taxes to tho landor and province, etc? 


This was a joint task of the Ministrics of Financo and 
Interior. On allocations to municipalitics 2 certain 
percentage Of taxes was raised and it was up to the 
Pinenece Uinistry to make the decision. Mhen it camo 
to making subsidies from a common fund, the decision 
was up to the Financo and Interior Minictricc. 


You ssid that you had records in Plonsborg. ‘hat ree 
cords were loft there? 

Tho most inportant records wore there. I do not know 
how anhy were tokon, 


For hov long ~- period of time? 


sepecinlly the last year. This spring thero was 2 aow 
tox cetinctco, For justific-tion of tho now təx estinte 
they submitted tax figures of the Inst 5 yoors,. .Rccords 
of Oxponditurcs would -lso bo. thera, 


bout how large wes tho volumo? 
I should sry 2 bocks = thoy fit in n smrll Dag.. To 


loft Berlin in 3 enre md in ons wo piacod rll those 
things so you enn soo there wasn't room for much, 


Did orch Minister teko =bout the smo nmount of roeords?» 


I think go, 


Woro there any special porsonsl records? 


Noe 
Thore rro the other rocords? 


-- Large pert of the papers w-s noyod to Germiechp-rton= 
kirchcny +180 ths papers which could not be moved were 
kept in Borlin, Pert of tho Ministry starte¢ to nye in 
1943 on -ccount of tho destruction, The Pax and Custo- ` 
dimn Dep-rtments moved tc Tllmen-w in Thurinzic, The 
Personnel ond Organization Deprrtncnts woro moved to 
Bodonerch in Silosin (Sudoten torritory). 


` y hran AS F 7 > n n 
Under whose dircetion was tho yrinting works sut up? 


The President of the Rcoichsbrnk, i 


—— — Dag 
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SECRET (von Krosigk) 


Who controlled the printing in Berlin? 
It belonged to me. 
Would you order the paper and plates? 
The Reichs did it. 


Do you know how much paper was ordered and how many 
plates were made? 


No. 

Who does know? 

The Reichsbank would order the material. 
Were you furnished with details? 

Yess 

What was done when new plates were needed? 


The Reichsbank would attend to this - they would have 
all the details. 


ordered the plates andpaper for the other plants? 
Reichsbank. | 
controlled this? 

Reichsbank. 


Who controlled the number printed - was there any way 
of knowing? 


Until last year printing was done only in Berlin and 
controlled there. When Vienng opened I supposed the 
local representatives of the “eichsbank controlled the 
printing.» 


In Berlin what program would be used for taking care 
of the amount of paper used? The volume? 


The Reichsbank. 

Were there any other plates made? 

Noe 

Was there any other money except Reichsmarks printed? 


There was a printing place in Leipzig which printed 
money for other countries. a 


Was this normal money or invasion money? 
The printing of this money had nothing to do with the war, 
Did you print money for occupied countries? 


NOe 





(von Krosigk) 


Who made the paper? 


I do not know ='the eichsbank knows. 


Who made the plates? 
They were made in Berlin. 


Do you know of any attempt during the latter part of the 
war to print money that was not authorized = counterfeit? 


I never heard of it. 
Was it in connection with Linz? 
No . 


Make a statement as detailed as you can of events of the 
last five years and especially the last few months, 

Make the report very complete. This will give us a much 
clearer idea of what the picture is; otherwise we will 
have to start and whatever happens to Germany will 

juat have to happen. 


There were 4 mints which were under the jurisdiction of 
the lander so that Reich money was printed in Berlin 
by the Prussian mint. Only in the last few years was 
the Prussian mint converted into the Reich mint on the 
occasion of the constructi&n of a new building. 


Can you list everything that was put into the bags? 
Our parting was rather sudden, 
Had you previously considered moving? 


Yes, but we thought we would go to the south by rail- 
road so that we had enough room to take everything, 

The last minute we could not go, We had to go to the 
north of Germany and there was not much time to get our 
things ready. We took only the important records. 


When you say Reich printing works under the Finance 
Ministry who controlled arrangements and quality of 
money? 


The Xeichsban gave order to print the money. The in= 
structions aud paper was all taken care of by the Reichs- 
bank, I had a lot of orders from other Ministries 

to print stamps andall sort of things. Control was 

made between the Reich Post Minister and Finance Minister, 


Who were your representatives in the Reichsbank? 

Since 1938 (I think that is the date), Dr. Schacht, =- He 

was replaced by Mr. Punk, There also was Dr. Bayrhoffer 
but we left him in Berlin. I do not know if he is still 
alive, > 

Did you have anyone else- in the Reichsbank? 


I had personnel who would keep me- informed outside of 
officials channels. 
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SECRZI 
INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
4 June 1945 


What is your full name? 
Walther Funk 

Do you have any other names? 
Immanuel is my middle name, 
What is your address? 


Berlin Wannsee, Am Sandweider 17-18, Also a small farn 
in Bavaria where my wife later lived at Bergerhof near 
Bad Tölz., I have lived there lately, I have no other 

banal The house in Wannsee was an official resi- 
ence, 


What positions have you held? 
In the Nazi State or otherwise? 
Your last position? 


President of the Reichsbank since 1939. Reich Economic 
Minister. Reich Director 1938. 


Have you had any other jobs since 1938? 
No. 
Before 1938 what positions did you have? 


Press chief of the Reich Government; State Secretary 
in Propaganda Ministry. Held those 2 jobs since 1933. 


What kind of job did you have before 19337 


Since the middle of 1931 headed a Economic-Political ` 

Information Service and before that for 15 years was 

editor in chief of theBerliner Börsen Zeitung. Head- 

ed the Economic Political Service at the request of 

— * Industry and Economy and I joined the party in 
31. 


What was the name of the Information Service? 


"Wirtschaftspolitischer Pressedienst" (Economic= 
political press service). It was mainly for leading 
people of leading offices, I was press chief in tye 
office for pag 7 months and then took over as party 
press chief. hen in the Propaganda Ministry I dealt 
with theaters, films and similar matters. 


Who asked you to become liaison in the Ministry of 
Economics? 


A wide circle of industries, mainly coal and mining 
people and especially certain associations called 
Bergbauverein in Essen. 








SECRET (Punk) 


What are the names of the, people who asked» you? 
Albert Végler, Vereinigte, Stahl-ewerke = still with 
he same companys Knepper, Gelsenkirchner Bergwerks- 
verie 

Was 1.G. Farben on your list? 


All mining companies. 


f 
Name the -individuals with whom you had contact. 


Thyssen but did’ not deal with him poratna 1y 
Peter Klöckner, had old mining industry. 
Diehn 

Kalisyndikat 

Rosterg Wirtershall 


Yas there anyone from the Rhis: ::etal? 
Noe 
What about Krupp? 


He was a member but I had nothing to do with him 
personally. 


Was there anyone from the Alexander Mine? 
I do not think so. 
Did they approach you or did you have +o go to them? 


They approached me. When I was editor-in-chief of the 

— paper, people approached me saying ‘they wanted 
meone to exert economic and political influence in 

the new party which they assumed eventually would gain 

power in Germany but these people were in doubt as to 

the economic aims of the party and wanted them clarified. 

I was in touch with the party men at Munich, Gregor 

Strasser and later with Hitler. 


Have you traveled outside of Germany for the industries? 
NOs 


Jid you geb a- contribution from the industries for, tne 
Ne gi party? 


Not directly but whenever I put th 

with Hitler - then there would be a c ence with 

Mess or someone and they would organiz ollestions for 
the party. It was only in sone instances during the 
election in 1932 when the party was seriously financially 
embarrassed that they would contact me ana I would 

obtain initial funde for the party from industries. 


here direct intervention was sought, 
porox cimately Y2 million marke. 


or giftg made for the m rty 
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Did you get anything from Goering? 
I had hardly any connections with hime 
Were ‘any gifts made to Goering directly? 
I do not know, 
You joined the party in 1931? 
In the summer of 1931s 
What position did you hold in the party? 


No particular position, I was regorded as vconomic 
uaviser of the party. There was no particular office. 


Was this newspaper and news service profitable? 


The real owner was Dr. Wagener who held some sort of 
economic position with tho Nazi Partye 


Had you connections with Dr. Wagener before you became 
liaison with industry and the party? 


Before I joined the paper was relatively small and since 
I had a well known name a good many industrialists 
started to subscribe. : 

How many subscribers? 


This was a — long time ago but I think there wW.ro 
approximately 60 but they paid very well. 


Did you furnish economic intelligence to them? 
Purnished information on economics and politics ~= also 
economic articles. The whole thing lasted for about 
1¥2 yearse 


Wn.t was Dr. Wagener in the mrty?: 


I think he was head of the Political —— Office 
ety 


but I am not certain. Later on he complet disappeared 
from the picture. By virtue of Dr. Wagener having that 
office Dre Wagener took part in the Nazism of Germany 

in industry by removing from industriel associations and 
chambers of commerce people who were not :‘iazis and re= 
placing them with others who were nazis. 


Is thet how you got your appointment? 


At that time I was in the Propaganda office and press 
chief. 


Was this your only source of income? 

No other source of income. Since entering the State I 
have less money then before. I had avery high income 
as editor-in-chief of the paper. 

How much? 

Regular salary of 36,000 markse „Also wrote for other 


papers and gave lectures. My total income was a little 
over 40,000 marks a year until 1931, 





Tim 


As President of the Reichsbank did you control issu= 
ance of Reichsbank currency? 


Yes, the eichsbank would get written note from the 
Reich Finance Minister signed by Hitler instructing 

the Reichsbank to discount treasury bills up to a cer- 
tain limit. The duty of the Reich Finance Minister was 
to satisfy the financial demands of the Reich and espec= 
ially the Reich ‘rmaments which were very high. 


Who asked for initial production of treasury bills? Was 
it the Ministry of Economics who decided how much money 
was necessary? 

The Reich Ministryéof Pinance. Economics had nothing 

to do with it. Prior to my taking office another system 
was enforcedthich had been devised by Schacht. It in- 
serted the so called mefo into the financial apparatus 
whereby the bills were issued by the Mefo but when I 
took office I eliminated mefo which only served to con- 
ceal from the gonernl public the financing methods used. 


Who had control of the manufacture of currency in Ger- 
many = the Reichsbank? 


The Reichsbanke 

How many outstanding now? 

I do not know what happened during the last 2 months, 
There were approximately 60 iNi. outstanding prior 
to that time. 

How many Rentenmarks? 

Approximntely 2 billion ə 

Is this pretty close to being accurate? 


Yes. 


Are there any papers or records which would indicate 
exqctly? 


The last exact records were with the Rcichsbank either 
in Berlin or Weimar. After that they went to little 
communities between the various Reichsbank hbgranches. 
Where were the places? Where were they manufactured? 
Berlin = Reich Printing Works; Zwickau; Vienna; Witzen- 
hausen near Kassel. later since there was a great 
scarcity of bills in southern Germany, I prepared an 
auxiliary Reichsbank note to be printed in Munich but 
it never came to pass as Mumich was occupied, 

Were there any other places? 

. No, 


What about Linz? 


The place in Linz was making photostatic cipies of 
certain denominations and certain serial numbers with a 
view to overcoming the emergency poriod caused by the 
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scarcity of bills in Austria. These photostatic copies 
were to be recalled later when adequate supplies of bills 
were available, 


Did you issue the photostatic copies with the same 
number? 


They all had the same number. This was necessary be- 
cause no notes had been printed in southern Germany. 
The paper on which these were published was quite 
different from the regular money temporarily being 
issued. It was necessary to do this to pay wages. 

if P KOPIERT 


Were they photostated or photoengraved? GEATET n; 


They were a regular photostatic copy. They just looked 
slightly different. Also they were printed on a diffe- 
ront size paper, An announcement was published that 
these would be used as emorgenoy money, The notes had 
full legal tender and were to be recalled later. 

When wore they published? 

About the last 2 weeks before occupation. 

What month? 

The end of April, 

In what cities? 

All over Austria, 

Who made them and where were they actually made? 

I myself have not seen the notes, The photostats wore 
made in printing shops. Made by the local Gau Sconomic 
Advisere 


Who had control of the quantity of money to be manu- 
facturead in the towns? 


The Reichsbank because the notes could be issued only 


by the Reichsbank in accordance with Reichsbank instruc- 
tions, 


Who controlled the paper? 

The Gau Economic Chamber in Ling and Salzburg. 

Who controlled the sheets of this paper actually made? 
The Gau Economic Chamber had advisers in the plant. 
What about the Reichsbank? 

The Reichsbank never had any direct supervision in the 
regular printing shops. The printers were pledged anà 
it was not necessary to exercise any control, 


Was there a special kind of paper used for this photo- 
stating? i 


I do not know the procedure. 











When treasury bills were discounted with the Reichsbank 
and you had to order notes to be printed for the quantity 
of bills discounted, how many treasury bills were 
issued in this way? 


fPproximately 250 billions in short termed treasury 
bills. 


Any other securitics? 


Short term = Schat gz nweisungen with maturity from 
6 to 12 months, 


Who issued them? 

Reich Minister of Finance sold through the Reichsbank, 
Were they sold to the public? 

Sold to banks and large industrial concerns, 

To insurance companies? 


Yes, but not so much, Sold mainly to Banks and armament 
firms, . 


About how much of this type of paper was issued? 


150 billions approximately. I am not certain and things 
may have changed during the last 2 months. i 


What else was issued? 
Long term paper, 
How much issued? 


150 billions but the Reich Finance Minister would know 
better, He obtained the money while the Reichsbank was 
Only the sabes office, 


About how much in gold would the Reichsbank have? 
At what time? 
At any time? 


Boginming in January 1945, 450 million Reichsmarks in 
gold a 


February? 


In February 1945 by instructions of the Fuhrer Ithe 
g0ld was moveé to a mine in central Germany but this 
was captured by the American troops. 


All of it? 


There were smaller itmes in various Reichsbank branches, 
Most of the deposits with the Reichsbank branches were 
taken over by the American Uilitary Government, There 
is an exception of 10 tons of gold which was given to 

a Wehrmacht unit for safe keeping and protection, To 
date and according to the latest information I do not 
know whether or not it has been found because no one 
knows where the officers are that had the gold, 
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What unit had it? 

It was taken by a unit of mountain troops. The mountain 
troops suggested taking the gold into the mountains 
because previously it had been hidden in a mine in 
Bavaria which was not suited. The officers have not 
been found so the gold cannot be traced. Lists of the 
gold in this connection were preserved at the Reichsbank. 
Where? 

In Munich. 

Where is the list of all the gold? 

In Berlin, 

There are no lists any place else? 

The Forcign Exchange Director, Friedrich Wilhelm, has 
all records and if ho moved out of Berlin he may have 
taken them along. He knows about all the smalllitems 
spread out but they have all beon taken by the American 
Army. The American officers interrogated him and told 
him where such stocks of gold were found, 


All thegold with the exception of a fow small lots were 
put in Merkers? 


By far the biggest item, 400 million, 

All the rest totaled 50 million? 

Yes. 

How many deposits in balance? 

6 or Te 

Where? 

They are all small items. Komtanz Reichsbank used to 
buy Swiss francs from Switgerland, At Lindau on Lake 
Konstanz in the Reichsbank we have small items in 
circulation, 

Any place else? 

NO» 

Did you decide where this gold should be distributed? 


In. the case of very large sums I made decisions but 
on smaller swas the Reichsbank did the directing. | 


How much did Himmler get from you? 
Himmler did not get anything from me, 
How nuch@d Himmler get from the Reichsbank? 


I do not believe he got anything from the Reichsbgnk. 
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Did pu get gold from Himmler? 


Once the SD made a Verschlossenes Depot a deposit of 
which the Reichsbank had no knowledge of the contents. 


On other occasions would the SS make any deposits? 
I do not knows 
What about their deposits of gold? 


Definitely not. I know of only one deposit by the SD 
and the contents is not known. 


Did the SS ever bring in deposits of rings, gold teeth — 
or anything else? 


No, 
Are you sure? 


I do not know because jewelry is something the Reichs- 
bank does not handle. 


Did you ever melt gold to bullion? 


No. 
Did you melt gold bars? 


I am not familiar with this and had nothing to do with 
things of this sort. As President I was concerned 
Only with questions of foreign exchange and deposits. 


Isn't gold a question of foreign exchange? 


So far as the Reichsbank is concerned, everyone in 
Germany owning gold coin or forcign exchange surrendered 
it to tho Reichsbank for Reichsmarks currency. This 

was completeđ before . I took office, When I took office 
I found the gold there which was gradually consumed , then 
a sizeable receipt from Belgium and France. At first 
the Reichsbank refused to accept it because. the property 
rights were not clearly defina. 


All this happened after 1938? 
Yos, during the war, 


The gold you are talking about, wasn't that gotten 
from Vichy? 


The Reichsbank received it from the Foreign vee ee 


Where did the eign Office get it? 


ment. The Foreign Office and the 
Pour Years' Plan were the 2 governmental agencics con= 
cerned with the gold. 
What did they do with the gold? 
an 


The Reichsbank took it over on account of the 
called "Kriogsleistungsgesetz."™ 
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Who wrote the law? 

Minister of the Interior. 

Who objected to your taking this gold? 

I did, 

Why did you obj.ct? 

Because the ownership rights were not clear. It was 

the gold that the Bolgium Government and Belgian Central 

Bank had deposited in France, 

Do you want us to believe that you had been 2 member 

of the party since 1931 and you did not want to receive 
this gald? 

Yes, because it would have encouraged sericus conss= 

quences with the tcichsbank in international relations 


with other central banks which were entirely in accord, 


Do you mow anything about deposits of jewels or metals 
made in the Reichsbank? 

I know the Four Years' Plan had diamonds in custody at 
the Reichsbank not owned by the Reichsbank end with. which 
he Reichsbank had nothing to do, They wore left there 
as protection and loter were placed at the disposal at 

a jeweler who worked on diamonds. 


We will give you one more chance = have you any large 
deposits of gold in the Reichsbank in suitcases? 


Noe 

Do you know Melmer? 

I am hearing his name for the first time, 

Did Melmer deposit any gold in the Reichsbank? 

I an hearing his name for the first time. 

Do you know Max Heileger? 

I am hearing his nome for the first time. 

Who would handle the receiving of gold in the Reichsbank? 
The office working under the Dircctor, Fẹ Wilhelm, 

Is he the only one that would know? 


His was the only office responsible for receiving and 
handling gold and forcign exchange, ; 


Who had charge of withdrewals of gold from the Reichsbank? 
The same office, 
Were you ififormed of withdrawals? 


Only very large items. I definitcly did not hear names, 
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sw large a sum was delivered to the Pour Years" Plan? 


Ths four Years an could disp 211 gold held by 
thoe ichsbank 1 additi: to tl there was a spec- 
ial gi rve fu at their l isposal and the 
Reichsbank mld not touch ite is specinl fund in- 
cluded the marks il fund that I men- 
tioned earl 


In 1938 you b me President of the Reichsbank. 
gold di 


much * Reich have? 


Not quite 500 million marks. 


In 1944 how much gold? 


A 


& ecnsidereble increase occurred only with 

of Belgian gold = otherwise reduced through : 

gold to foreign countrics. 

How much aid ve bofore? 

Before receiving the Belgian gola approximately 500 million, 
How much in Belgian gold? 

400 million. 

And in 1940 about 900 million? 

Including the Belgian gold. 


This includes the special cold fund of the Pour Years! 
Plan? 


This does not -includo 
How big was 


Tt is difficult to say off hand - mmewhere between 
150 and 200 million. 


Thon in 1941 how much gold was there? 


I do not know. All I know is that the g 
gredually reduced at the ond and left only 
roceived from Belgium plus T small remainder. 
wont to Rumania for the purchase of oil or whea 
Who in Rumania? 

-The Rumanian National Bank. 

Did they insist on payment in gold? 


Definitely, only against.gold payment were w A 
obtain wiest., p c we able 


Weren't you occupying that country? 


No. 
C? — 
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Were troops there? 


They had troops together with Reich troops just 
stationed there. 


Was any gold scent to Sweden? 


At the beginning of the war Sweden took some gold but 
hag taken none lately. 


Was any gold sent to Switzerland? 
Sales of gold were constantly made. 
How much gold was sold? 


I do not know the details but it would be n considerable 
amount. 


Cnn you give us a figure? 


I definitcly cannot give a figure, It could have been 
100 million or more. 


Was any gold sent to South America? 


I do not know of any gold transaction to South America, 
We did with Spain via Switzerland. Also sold gold to 
Portugal and smaller items to Hungary, Belgium and 
Czechoslovakia. 


Did you give any gold to any individuals in Germany? 
Nos 
Did you give any to the Four Years' Plan? 


Not from us. The management could request from the 
Reichsbank from its stocks of gold for certain purposes. 
I do not know if it ever happened. I think the gold 
transactions by the Four Years' Plen were made via the 
Reichsbank» 


How was foreign exchange supplicd in th normal way to 
somebody who necded it? 


Request for o permit made with the ‘epartment of the 
Reich Economic Ministry concerned with Foreign Trade and 
there it was decidcd upon, If the request was granted, 
the Reichsbank paid out the foreign exchange. 


Who was the head of this? 


Dr. Xixchfeld and before him to the Under State Secre- 
tary von Jngwitz. Tho last named man wae already there 
when I took on the job in the Kcich Economic Ministry. 


Why did von Jogwitz leave that position? 


In the fall of 1943 the Reich Economic Ministry re- 
organized and all production matters wore transferred to 
the Armament Ministry. In conneetion with the reorgan- 
ization, the personnel of the Reich Economic Ministry 

was greatly curtailed, The Secretary left and so did the 
underesecrctary von Jagwitz. Since the purpose of the 
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Reich Economic Ministry from then on was ċoncerned 
mainly with the matter of disposition of goods, tho head 
of the Reichsgruppe Handel, Dr. Haylcr, joined the 

Reich Economic Ministry. 

Was he the one who withdrow the gold from the Reichsbank? 
No. 

What is his first name? 

FranZe 


Was he your secretary? 


The Ministry did not have anyone at all at the end and 
settled everything with the State Secretary. 


Who handled your personal affairs? 
Dre Sowodler. 

Who handled your personal check book? 
Reichsbank Director Reinhardt. 

What was his first name? 


He was chief of the President's office. First name 
was Johanncse 


Did he take care of making out personal checks? 
Be 
Did you have any female secretarics? 
I did not have a female personil secrctary. There were 
several girls working in the internal office and also 
at the Ministry and Reichsbank. 
The tax report was made out by whom? 
I made them out. 
Did you type them? 
No, I wrote them out by hand. 
Did you keep a copy? 
In Berlin there was a CODY. 


i] 


Did you keep a copy for yourself? 


I had only my salary and allowances payable to all 
Ministers = no other income, 


What was your salnry? 


60,000 enhually as Roichsbank President and 48,000 
annuclly which was the usual allowance payable to every 
minister. 
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Is this your only income? 

Yes. 

Did you get any payment from the party? 
I never held an office in the party. 


Did you ever get any gifts from the party or people in 
the party? 


No, but I once received a donation from Hitler on my 
50th birthday. Received a farm in Bavaria from the 

German industrics and the money given by Hitler was 

given as an endowment to the Reichsbank, 

How much? 

y2 million marks. 

Was this from the Fuhrer? 


Yes, it was in the form of an cndowment to the “eichs- 
bank for Reichsbank employccs at ware 


You were given the farm by the industrics? 
Yes, it was given with the permission of Hitler. 
What industrics? 


Reich Economic Chamber = Apex organization of the 
entire industry. 


How big was the farm? 

200 Morgen. 53 hectorse 

Is this the farm where your wife lives? 

he was there when the troops arrived and they told 
her to stay or to move to Bad Tolz so she moved to Bad 
Tolz. I whs informed of this by American officers, 
Where is the farm? 

7 Eoi from Bad Tolz = 40 k: from Munich, 


Was it customary for all -iinistors to receive gifts 
from industrics? 


No, this was an exception and with special permission 
because for 25 years I have been active as an ‘conomist, 
political cconomist, 


Did you have any bank accounts? 


In the Reichsbank at Berlin where I received my Reichse 
bank salarye Also in the. Thyssen Bank, 


Any other bank accounts? 


NO. 
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She had a small account of a few thousand marks in the 
Deutsch Bank for current expenses. 


Did your wife have any accounts? 


Have you any children? 
Noe 

s your wife living alone? 
Sho is living with a nicee of hors who is the wifo of 
a German Amy surgoon, Also living in the home ig a 
small girl whom they have aduptod. She is the daughter 
of a Swedish woman who was a very good friend of my 
wife. This woman lived for many years in Paris. On 
account of the unstable conditions in Paris, we had 
taken the little girl over so to speak, 
Does tho woman still live in Paris? 

I think 80e 
Do you have any insurance? 

Yes, with Allianz, 

What office? 

Borlin 


Any othor insurance? 


Do you have any property outside of Germany? 


No, oxcept that as a member of the Board of the Bank 

for International Settlement, my Directors fees ire 
deposited there as it is customary with the rectors of 
that Bonk. I do not know exactly what it is but it is 
approximately 15 to 20 thousand Swiss francs. 


Have you ever sent any funds abread to other people? 
Noe 


Have you ever sent anything to the mother of this 
daughter? 


NO. 

To anybody else? 

Noe 

Have you ever lived abrou 


No, only when on officinl business. 
When did you go on official business? 
Went to Basle onec a month to attend a bonrd mooting in 
the Bank of International Scttlement, Before the war I 
went to negotinte n lonn in Turkey. Also went to Bul- 
garia, Yugoslavia, Italy, Holland, Rumania, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia but never went while the territorics were 
occupicd.e è ' 
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Did you ever go to Austria? 


Before Anschluss visited Austria once and went for 
recrentione 


Did you go there naftor Anschluss? 


I have frequently been to Vienna, Klagenfurth, Graz, 
Ling, Salzburg. 


Have you ever been to France? 

Never after the occupation. In 1937 I went to Paris to 
conduct a German Cultural Act at the International Ex- 
position. Since that time I have not visited Paris or 
any other part of France. 

Have you ever been to Holland or Belgium? 

Not since the occupation, 

Ever been to Spain? 


Never, 


Did you take care of remitting funds abrond for the. 
Foreign Office? 


iiO s 


Who did? 


There was a special quota allowed and at ite request the 
Poreign Office could make further deposits. 


Did the SS have such a fund? 


There was a special allotment not to the SS but to. the 
Secret Depsrtment of the SS. 


Who was head of that seerct organization, 


It was at first a military organization but was combined 
with the SD and I believe it was Oberguppenführer 
Kaltonbrunnore The head of the former army department 
was Canarise 


What happened to him? 
I do not know. 


What happened to the other man? 


i 
I heard he was taken prisoner in the 7th Army area. 


Who was Schellenberg? 


He was the man, who handled the foreign service quota. - 
for Himmler. “I-imew him Casually but had nothing to do 
with him, 

“id you know of 2 hunchback man in Berlin who had to do 
with foreign oxchange? 
NO. , 
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Were there any other places for the manufecture of 
foreign money? 


What a0 you mean? 

Moncy of other countries? 

I know. nothings 

You have heard about that before? 

Whet kind of foreign money? 

Bvery kind, dollars, pounds, francs, ctce 

I know nothing. 

Do ydu know anything about counterfeiting? 

NOs 

How much foreign exchange did the Reichsbank have lately? 
From 7 to 8 million marks worth of foreign funds. 
Of all kinds? 


I think they were mostly Swedish or Swiss. I do not 
know definitely. 


Who dealt with them? 


Wilhelm, The fund may have been more possibly up to 
30 million bocause 7 million I now seem to recall may 
be 7 million dollars, The total amount of forcign 
exchange amounted to what comes to approximately 50 
million marks. 


Were there any securities in foreign companies = stocks 
or bonds? 


As far as I know they were owned by individuals in 
Gormany and were surrondered on the basis of the Pour 
Yoars' Plan. They could be sold abroad but I think 
this took place before I took offices 

Were they deposited abroad? 

Yose 

What procedure? 


Individual owners got Rcichsmark equivalont + Reichsbank 


got the dollarse l 


These funds were deposited in the Reichsbank in what 
account? 


The foreign exchange account was credited. 
Did you have sevoral Devisen accounts? 


They had a foreign exchange department which kept 
forcign exchange accounts. 
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Were these property of tho Reich or the Reichsbank? 


The Roichsbank. 


They. if the Roichsbank made foreign exchange available 
to the Four Yonrs' Plan, they would owe the Reichsbank 
for foreign exchange? 


They paid. The Reichsbank sold foreign exchange only 
against money. 


How could o Minister traveling abroad get foreign 
exchange? 


Make request and then was paid cither foreign exchange 
or cash crcdit. 


What about fine art purchases abroad — would you provide 
forcign exchange? : 


If the Reich lender Bormann requested lira for some= 
thing the request was made subject to my examination. 


He usually got it and the money could have been used 
to purchase objeéts of art. 


Was the same true of Goering? 


Not in his case because he already had foreign exchange 
funds. If the Pour Years' Plan notified them it re- 
guested foreign oxchange and put in the equivalent in 
Reichsmarks, the forcign exchange had to be supplied 
but in every case a permit was needed from the foreign. 
exchange branch of the Reich Economics Minister because 
otherwise the “cichsbank made no payncnt. 


Do you know of any foreign exchange furnished to Gocring? 


No, it wis issued by the office concerned. 
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INTERROGATION OF GOERING 
25 June 1945 (Moming) 


What was your occupation? 

Officer and Cormander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe; Minister of Air 
Transport, Minister President of Prussia; President of the Reichstag; 
Minister of Forestry; Rank of Reichsmarshal, 

Which did you regard as most important? 


Chief of the 4 Years’ Plan, During the war Commander-in-Chief 
of the Luftwaffe, 


Prior to the war? 

Chief of the 4 Years Plan and also Minister of Air Transport, 
Do you regard yourself as a military man? 

Yes. l 

Are these all the positions held by you regarded as important? 
Yese 


American newspapers stated that you liked being called "Master of 
the Hunt"? Is that right? 


Most amusing but not the most important job, It was part of the 
forestry job. 


Apparently you were one of the most successful Nazis because you 
were able to survive? 


As you want to look at it, 

Do you know that Hitler, Himmler and Goebbels are dead? 
Yes. 

You are the only one left? 


I don*t imow how you want to look at the thing but there are quite 
a few other Nazis left, 


How do you look at it? 


As far as it looked tc the outside I was second in command but 
starting in the middle of 1942 my inflyence decreased, 


Who were your competitors for power? ‘ 
Himmler, later on Bormann, 

They. are all gone? 

It dosen't matter, I just answered the question, 


You aro tho last great Nazi, How did you manage to survive? 
Why haven't you diod? 


' It was an accidont, I'vo answrod tho question six times alroady, 
I was arrested and supposed to bo shot but was not through accidont, 
9 = - - yp ~ 
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INTERROGATION OF GOERING 
25 June 1945 (Morning) 


So you regard this a happy accident of fate that you have livod? 
Yes, a lucky accident, I was not shot. The order was not carried 


Do you regard yourself as a man of moderation in tho Hitler Regime? 
I have always beon moderates 
Is that an important factor why you are still alive? 


No, I don't think so because quite easily it could have lead to 
the opposite. 


You occupied an important post from 1932 on, Is that correct? 


In 1923 I was in chargo of tho SA for about 10 months, In the Boor 
Hall Putch I was wounded and camo back to the party in 1926. 


When did you occupy your first governmental post? 


1932, I was prosident of tho Reichstag and in 1933, I had my first 
govornmontal job. ; 


Desoribo the powers you had over the German oconomy as administrator 
of the 4 Yoars’ Plan, 


I have nover boen a businossman and this was something complotely 
now to mo. My job was to organizo tho German economy and my energy 
was put to work to got things started and carried through, I only 
worked on the basic ideas and did not go into details but in the 
course of years I have learned a lot. My min task was to secure 
the food supply for Germany for many years ahead and to make Gor- 
many self~sufficient. The most important items wore iron, petroleum 
and rubber, Gormany had much iron but it was not very good. The 
industry only wanted to have very high grade Swedish iron for business 
reasons, ‘There was danger that during tho war Ge would not 

be able to get iron from Swedon and thore would be ño irons. / 


What war are you talking about? This is 1936 you're speaking of. 
Any possibility of war, perhaps with Russia or in case there was war 
with anyone at any time and anywhere, * 

Did the 4 Years’ Plan limit itaif to —— iron and rubber? 

No, it also applied to all other necessary raw materials. 


Was it the intention to mke Germany strong industrially in the 
evont of war? | 


Not only for war but in peace also. Germny had difficulty with 
foreign exchange in peaco and had to work with deficiencies in foreign 
exchange. e 
Were you concerned with foreign exchange probloms? 


At the Reichsbank and Ministry of Economics I had to. 
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Who assisted you in mking important policy decisions effecting 
othor ministries? t Aa 


Jagwitzė When Funk becamo Minister they discussed those 
questions togothor, ; Sm SE : 


- á mm a -. - 


-nsi — — 


Suppose you wore ill or away and important issues of foreign trade 
camo up, who acted on your behalf in dealing with them? 


Punk, 
Who carried on in your absence? 
Punk. 


Did you know a man by. the name-of Gramsoh? ——— 
Gramsch was part of the staff of Koornor, A man who had an 
administrative set up and was in closest-con ection with the 
difforent ministries, 


Did Gramsch discuss matters of policy with you in order to brief 
or prepare you for your discussions with Funk? 


Gramsch only talkod with me twice very shortly. Gramsch was 
mainly concerned that laws which originated between the different 
ministrios were consistont with the 4 Years’ Plan, If I put up a 


law he had to do tho administrative job. Ho was a lawyers 
Who was Kadgion? 


He was a specialist on the staff of Koorner and Gramsch and 

when any laws were issued by mo he had to look after the economic 
quostions in thom, Ono of tho jobs of,Kadgien was to toll me through 
Gramsch that certain jobs had to be done, There was ono other helper, 
State Undersecretary Neumann, Koorner was manager of administrative 
matters; Gramsch was a lawyer; Kadgien was economic adviser; Neumann 
assited Koerner, I had the whole staff which worked under me as 
Minister Prosident of Prussia, to work also for the 4 Years' Plan 

in a dual capacity. To give an examp’s of Koerner's work, if I 

wonted to change anything, for example the price of milk, I would tell 
Koorner to call the noxt day those officials in the ministrios who 
were concemed with the matter and in the meeting we would talk the 
question over and it was then the job of the administrative staff 

to write it up in tho form of a decree, To give a socond examplo, 

if the Ministry of Economics wanted to mke a purchase of chromium 
from Turkey I would tell Koerner to call in the specialists and 
ministrios who wero concerned, There would be a discussion on the 
matter and I would mako tho final ‘ascision of how much gold could 

be spared, and after that it was the task of tho ministry in question 
to make the final decred. 


All details were in the hands of Punk and his assistants in the 
Ministry of Economics and with Wilhelm in tho Reichsbank but when 
thore was a question concerning large issues it had to be presented 
to you. Is that right? 

Gonerally yes, unless certain general arrangements were mado before. 


Was the situation different in 1944 than in 1938 and 1959? 


Yos, my influonce in tho 4 Yoars' Plan stopped in 1942, Aftor that 
I was thors only by namo, à 
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When was tho 4 Yoars' Plan put into actual operation? 


{ 
October, 1936. To make Gormany self-sufficient in iron, rubbor, 
textiles, potroleum, I was concerned to enable Germany to acquire 
foreign goods through the control of foroign exchange. Also Gormany 
was looked over for raw materials, to use all possible resources | 
in Germany to mke it self-sufficient with the holp of raw maturials 
or synthetic means, Another important point was to secure food 
supplies for Germanys 


Did you issue regulations as to price control, foreign exchange, etc? 


I was in charge of prices and foreign exchange because I had to buy 
certain raw materials from abroad and all important details concerning 
items to be bought were brought to me, 


There was no quostion that you were boss of econony? 
Yose 


Could there be any major decisions affecting the German economy 
and finance without your approval? 


In important cases they had to ask mo and I could even use my 
influence in unimportant casose 


Is it correct that in importent cases they came to you in advance 
for your approval a id twy acb cubjectto your .isapproval? 


In all cases they came and talkod about it first. 


We understand in this time you were No. 2 man in Germany. Who 
assisted you? 


In Pood, Secretary of State, Backe. 

In coal and oil ~ Pleiger. 

In chemicals ~ Prof, Krauch from I. Ge Farben,’ 

Foreign Exchange ~ Funk. 

Sub=division for foreign trade =- Jagwitz and Hannecken; both 

were in the Ministry of Economics but Hanneckon was more concerned 
with internal affairs, In the beginning of the 4 Yoars' Plan loeb 
was chief of planning. When Loeb left Koerner succeeded him, 


When Loeb retumed to the Air Force who took over his functions? 


When Loeb was there the 4 Years' Plan and tho i‘inictrics cro two 
separate things. After Locb went away I reorganized the 4 Years" Plan 
distributing it into the Ministries, It was not a separato set 
anymore, When Loeb was there there was always danger that the 4 
Yoars' Plan would develop into a ow Ministry and get'to big. My idea 
was always to keep it as small as possible and not to have too many 
people in it and have it work with the Ministries, 


In the office of tho 4 Years* Plan your principal assistant was 
Koerner after the departure of Loob, Is that correct? 


Koerner had an administrative job to coordinate betwoen the 
different ministries. 


Uw 
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Who was boss of aivison in 19449 


Punk, After that I was just asked formally on decisions on 
the Pumanian gold question, 


Do you know that Hinnlor had’ his om foreign exchange? 


I want to be I always thought that 
hange but never had any proof of that, 
cion, (1) Himmler had very often 
making arrests to collect foreign exchange 
wore given 
d after that 
bank for a short timo (2) 
(Devisen discovory agonay), 
polico job but it did not belong to the police, 
in charge, Tho Gestapo tried all the timo to take 
over and get it under its influence, 


Under what regulation was this Devisenfalndungsamt established and 
how did it oporate? 


The main officials were former customs officials, 
Were tho devisen found by these people turned ovor to the Roichsbank? 
To the Reichsbank and Finance Ministry, 
Did the 4 Years’ Plan decrease in importance in 1942? 
Yes, 
What was the roason for that? 
The more difficult the war situation got the mre 
in my capacity as Chief of tho Luftmfe 
Berlin to apply my time to the 
completely independent decisio 
Plan 
transferred 
The main task of the 4 Years’ 
to get Germany ready, 

Is it correct that Speer was able to increase production in 1943? 
Yes, tho production of weapons, 


Did you transfer to Speer the powrs over the" Devisenfahndungsamt 
or did they stay with Amk? 4* 


Speer was only concerned With armament questions, Tho foreign exchange 
question stayod with Funk and also tho Foreign Ministry was very much 
conteo ad, ' 


When did you last transact or conduct business in the Office of ‘tho 
4 Years’ Plan? 


411 I romomber, in 1944 are transactions with Rumanian gold, gold 
for Greece and one request from the Foreign Office concorning Italian 
gold, . x 
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We regard the Office of the 4 Years’ Plan as a vory interesting 
institution, 


The authorization for the 4 Years' Plan was tho most compreherisive 
licensing power ever given in Germany and all subsequent authori- 
zations were actually d rivod from this original authorization and 
ovon Goebbels as organizer of total war was under me. 


What happened to tho records of tho 4 Years' Plan? 


I cannot say since on Hitlor*s orders most of the papors have 
boon burned in the whole Roichs govornmont, 


Were somo of these rocords deposited with the Roichsbank? Did you 
take any records of the 4 Yoars’ Flan with you on your trip 
to tho south? 


No, I nover had any pors with mo, military, or private. 


When you write your autobiography, how are you going to doscribe 
your accomplishment as administrator of tho 4 Years*Plon when 
there are no records? 


That's vory difficult. 
Whom do you want to help you in togard to this? 


I would ask Koerner, Neumann, Gramsch, and some specialists in the 
ministries, The 4 Years! Plan was such an important thing it should 
be written ups 


Discussing the situation in 1942, Did the Offico of tho 4 Yoars' Plan 
hold devison in Switzerland, Sweden and Spain other than regular 
accounts of tho Roichsbank in those countries? 


The 4 Yoars' Plan has never had any fooign exchanges outside of 

the Reichsbank but in tho Reichsbank there was a special fund which 
could not be used without the authorization of the 4 Years’ Plan. I 
usually made the main docosions but somtimes Koorner also mde 
decisions, The administration of the fund lay with the Reichsbank. 


When you wanted to give instruction to the Reichsbank with respect 
to this account did you give them to Punk or Wilhelm? 


If I needed foreign exchange for myself, which only amounted to 
small amounts, I would send my secretary to Wilhelm, But if I needed 
large amounts for the 4Yfears’ Plan to make purchases abroad I would 
sond n formal request to tho Reichsbank President Funk, The same was 
true for tho special gold fund which was at my disposal in the 
Reichsbank, . 


Was this fund large or small? 


Largo. I do not know what percentage of the total foroign oxchange 
of the Reichsbank was earmarked for the 4 Years’ Plan but I think that 
it was a large amount, Funk and Koerner would be able to give the 
exact figures. Thoro vas n bip amount so that if any suddon expenses 
occured for the 4 Yours’ Plan foreign exchange was always available, 


What were some of tho large transactions ovt, of this account? 


Tho 3 gold tranactions ——— hotes 
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Were their many large transactions involving Swiss francs in 1944 
in regard to this account or Portugese oscudas? 


I don't know about that. 


Do you know that Ribbentrop had extensive large holdings of devisen 
outside of Germany? 


There was a continuous quarrel between tho Foreign. Office and the 
Reichsbank about foroi exchanges, The Foreign Office tried to get 
ag mich of the foreign exchange that came in as possible, but I 
usually tried to out the percentage down. Actually I don't know 
how mich foreign exchange the Foreign Office had at any time. 


In addition to Himmler and Ribbentrop, were there any other agencies 
that had devisen outside the Reichsbank? 


The espionage agency had a @mall fund toos 


Did the Luftwaffe hold any foreign exchange abroad outside the 
Reichsbank channels? 


the Luftweffe has not had any fo 
Bvon if tho Luftwaffe sold 
into the Reichsbank or 
wanted to make purchases right away in a foreign 
bank would be notifiod about the amounts of those sales 


When the Office of the 4 Yoars* Pjan found it nooossary to acquire 
goods outside of Germany for dovison rathor than through clearing, 
what kind of devisen did it uso? 


It attempted to use the curreney of the ¢ountry where the purchase 
was made, unless that country asked for some othor kind of currency. 


Did you use ddlars or pounds? 


Dollars and pounds wore used but 2 yoars aftor the war started it 
became more and more difficult to use pounds and dollars. 


Could they be used at a dis count? 


were refused, bocause tho other countrios 
It was more difficult 


How large a volume of dollars was securod with the fall of France, 
Nethorlands, Belgium, otos? 


That is impossiblo to remombor.s 


| 


Wore the foreign exchange accounts of the Foreign Office and Himmler 
lawful? 


The fuma of the Foroign Office cre lawful, but tho fund that 
Himmler had was unlawful, That fund was stolen. 


Did Speer have dovisen other than thoso in the Roichsbonk? 

Spoor asked for foreign exchange at the Roichsbank, It is possible 
that Spoer had foreign exchange Which he recoived from soles abroad, ` 
but the Roichsbank would probr! ly mow about such salos and purchases, 
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You have a mathor high opinion of Ank? Is that right? 


Yes, he is a good mans Ho did everything possible to operate the 
Roichsbank for tho interest of Gormany. 


Ho was much botter than Schacht, Is that right? 

Yos. As a man ho wos certainly bottor than Schacht but also as 
president of the Roichsbank, Funk was very modornte and against all 
OXCOS Je 

How did Schacht and Punk differ? 

Schacht did moro what he wanted himself, Funk did what he was told 
to do, but at times he spoke up if it was in the interest of the 
Reichsbank. 


Was Funk one of the principal contact men between the Nazi Party 
and German industrialists? 


Before the party got into power Funk was contact man between 
Hitler and the industrialists, but after the party got into power 
there was direct contact between the party and the industrialista. 
In the period betwoen 1929 and 1933 Funk was one of the principal 
contact mon, `, 

What do you think of Schacht? 

He is a great egotist. 

Don't you think you are a an egotist yourself? 


My jobs were given to me and I worked like a horse to accomplish 
something, I didn't ask for tho jobs. 


Didn't Schacht also work hard? 
Yose 
Can you tell us anything more about Schacht? 


He was a clever mang ven before the party got into power he 
worked for the partys 


He must have been a smarter man than you because he left the party 
before tho wars 


Somo people do not have charactor, 
Can we trust Schacht? 

I loave that up to you, 

Is ho a man without character? 


I don't want to say exactly, but it is known that Schacht has 
often changed his opinions. 


Are you a man of principle? 
I havo always stayed with my convictions, 
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What are your min convictions? 


To work for my country. And I don't want to judge Schacht; I was 
just asked my porsonal opinion of hin, 


Schacht changod opinions quite frequently. What happened in 1939 
whon ho loft his official post? 


Ho had to loave tho Roichsbank, 

Why? 

It was impossiblo for Hitlor to work with him anymords 
What did thoy disagroo about? 

Hitlor and Schacht got away from each othor, 

You got away from Hitler in 1943? 


At first thoro vero objective roasons botwoon Hitler and mo, ovon 
personal roasons followods 


Was thoro a pamlilol botwoen you and Schacht? 


Sehacht did not go voluntarily. Ho mas told to go, othorwise he 
probably would havo stayed, 


What do you think of Thyssen? 


I always likod Thyssen vory moh, Thysson ws gonorous and 
intorostod in things but then in 1939 ho loft tho country ` ‘thout 
ronson, and actually bocame a traiter to Gormany by giving tho Prench 
Govornment dotails about Gorman supplics of oil and about industry, 
Whon Thysson wos hondod ovor by tho French at tho end of the var, 

I took the side of Thyssen, I kopt hin out of prison and instead 
ho and his wifo wore put in a sanit-rium, I used ny influence for 
many yoars æ that Thyssen could stay in the sanitarium, but I 
think in tho last yoar Thyssen was takon by the SSe In any other 
country liko Amorioa or Englond Thyssen would have been condemed 
to death. 


What makes you think so? 

He was obviously a traitor, being in France os a Gorman national 
during the war and giving tho Fronch Govornment information about 
the Gormen oconomy, which is treason in all countriese 


Was it bocause of your own porsonal power that you wore abl. to 
savo him? 


Yes, I thought that Thysson had not committed treason knowingl¥e 
Did ho do it asn moans of undormining the Hitler regime? 


I think that Thysson was not amro of what he wos doings 


A 03 19705 








SECREL 


INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
25 June 1945 (Afternoon) 


Wore you Minister of Economics and President of the Reichsbank? 
Yose 

Havo you occupied those positions since about 1939? 

Since January 1939. 

When were you specifically appointed Minister of Economics? 


November 1937, but tho Reichsmarsha]® took over until Fobruary 
and then I took over, 


When did you becomo President of tho Reichsbank? 
End of January 193% 


For a poriod of about a yoar you wore Minister of Econoriics and 
Schacht was President of the Roichsbank, Is that correct? 


Yose 

What other positions did you hold at tho timo of your dotontion? 
Minister of Boonomics and Prosidont of the Roichsbank, 

Were you a mombor of a board of any corporation, public or private? 
The Prosidont of the Roichsbank has almys boon Chairman of the 
Golddiskontbank, I was also Chairman of the Kontinontale Ool A. Ges 
but this company novor really functioned oxeept once in the case of 


Romnian oil. I ws a morbor of the board of tho Bank for Inter~ 
national Sottloments at Basel, 


Holding those positions since 1938 or 39, you rust have mown more 
about the Gormmn economy and Germn finance than any other person 
in Germany, Is that true? 


I mov only a small section of the Gorman sconomy since the main sector 
was under the Ministry for Armmonts ond War Production, The Ministry 
of Economics only doalt with supplios of food and consimors' goods. 

Tho min production was in tho armmont industry, 


With respect to monotary poliay you know moro than any other porson, 
Is that true? 


I only ‚know about financial and monetary policies, Tho actual financ~ 
ing of the armmont industry was in tho hands of the Ministry of 

War Production and Armaments, Thero wore two comlotoly Gidtiorcnt 
directions by which the econony was handled ~ tho old ono under m, and 
the now one under Speer, and finally I had to agree to ithe seperation 
and to hand over to Spoor all directions of production, since the — 
two were completoly different, 


What were your personal relations with Spoor at that tima? 


Our personal relations wero not bad, but as far as tho profossional 
sido was concormod thore oxisted big controversios. 


—— 
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What doos Spoor know about monotary policy? 


Spoor did not caro much about that angle but thore was Hottlage 
in his office, Hettlage wns tho finnaneinl director of Speere 


What did the financial director in the Speer Ministry do? 


He had to soe that thero was always enough monoy in the branches 

of the armamont industry and also had to look aftor purchases abroad 
of nocossary mterinls, He handled tho whole-financial sido of the 
armament industry sinco tho Finance Ministry did not know anything 
about financing of tho armmont industy. Nor did it know anything 
about ary finance, 


What kind of money did they have to have? Gorman ocurrenoy or foreign 
oxchange? j 


Only German currency, 
When they needed foreign oxchange where did thoy got it? 


Hettlage had to ask the Ministry of Economics and then he would 

got tho foreign oxchange from the Reichsbanks This is not the 

usual way. Usually if tho Ministry of Armments and War Production 
needed any mterials. from abroad, an agreement was made with the 
country in quostion and purchases were balanced under a tmde agreement 
by ọxchangc of other gooda. 


It follows then that any imorts required by the paor Ministry were 
known to you? 


Most purchases were on the basis of trade agroements, but there is a 
possibility that bosides that, private firms “in Germany had agrooments 
with foreign firms but that could haye boen only on a very small scale, 


J 


How does the Speer Ministry fit into thoso privato agreomonts? 


The Spoer Ministry did not consist of govornment pfficials but of 
private businossmon, 


Sven in those cases your subordinate omployoes in the Ministry mst 
havo known of those transactions? 


I am convinced that wo wore aware of most of thoso transactions since 
the Yoreign Office and the Ministry of Economics wore very moh 
interested in not having such private dealings going on, 


What happened to tho Ministry of Economics in March 1945? 


In March ono party left Berlin for the South and omo party stayed 

in Berlin, Pst not in Bor]in at tho time since I had te look after 
monetary difficulties in southern Germany. Ono hould 

to northern Genny, A — — 


Why did they move back toward Berlin aftor thay loft? 


I Suppose that was whon Thuringia ms Oceupiod by Alliod troops, 
What was tho plan? 
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Sinco thero was danger for Borlin it was decided that ono group should 

go to central and southorn Germany and another group to northern Germany 

but I am not awaro of tho fact that the group in Thuringia returned 

in tho direction of Berlin, Tho group loft in Borlin was supposed to 
“go to Hamburg. 

Why did tho group that wont south to Munich not got thore? 

I don't knov that. 


What wore the plans for these parties that went north and south? 
What were they going to do in Hamburg and Minich? 


They woro supposed to carry on thoir work that thoy had done in Borlin, 
Hamburg was important since all business concorned with forcign trade 
was concontmted there, 

What about Munich? 


I havo not soon any one of the group going down south, The most 
important mombors of Dopartment III wore supposed to go north but thore 
were two mombors who had dealt with Croatia who wore going down south 


What were their nanos? 


I don't know thoir namos since I ms only familiar with ~spartment 
ohiofs, not with different nombors,. 


Thore is groat dangor that Gormany my starve. Gormany can have no 
imports unless sho is proparod to pay for them in foroign oxchange,. 


Welave brought to safety most of tho forcign exchange and gold in 
central Gormsny, whero it has boon found by Amoricanse 


Who was the roal boss on foreign exchango in Germany? 
I, 
Who controlled devison? 


The 4 Years" Plan was over all other Ministrios and it had its om 
reservo at tho Roichsbank of foreign oxchango, Tho 4 Foare' Plan do- 
posited all other :oroign exchanges. : 

Was that true in 1944? 

Yose 


Who exercised those powors of the 4 Years' Plan in 1944? 


The foreign exchange vas controlled by the Reichsmrsha)] Goering 
end his assistants, ospecially Koorn. r, Gramsch and Kadgien, 


Could it be said that in 1944 or January 1945 the real bess of © 
Foreign Exchange in Germany was Goering? 


Yojig Dut h cid not lool: aww it v ry much, 
Who did if he didn't? 


Theso three mon (Koornor, Gramsch and Kadgien), -Worytimo tho Office of 
the 4 Yoare’ Pjan had any roquosts I was told about it through the ichs- 
bank. 
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Suppose you and Koerner disagroed, who won out? Did the mtter then go 
from you and Koemer to Goering? 


I don't romomber that there were many cases wheoro thoro was disagroo~ 
ment but there were mny cases vhrere I dingreed with Koorner, he 
usually lot things go at that and would not go to Goorings 

So as 4 practical mitter you had the last word? * 
Yos, unloss Goering was asked, which man't very often, If Koerner 
disagreed with my decisions he could have gono to the Reichsmrshal' 
and invalidated my docision but that navor happoncde 

Directing your attention to February 1945 what woe tho total amount 
of Gormany's foroign oxchange and gold hold in Gormeny and other 
currency or bank doposits held outside of Germany? 


I cannot give any details, but from what Wilhelm told me about that 
it must havo boon about 5oo million MM, 


How much of that was in gold? 
About 400 million, 
Was thoro only 100 million in devisen? 


I don"t think it was any mom, but I really don"t know tho figuros 
vory well, 


What do you know? 


This figuro wns told mo in tho boginning of Pobruary by Wilhelm and I 
don't know any other figures 


How much of this was outside Germany? 


It could only bo a quostion of money in Switzorland and only about 
30 million RM there, Wilholm and Puhl would know exactly. 


What kind of foreign eurrency did Germany hold in Pobruary — dollars, 
ptunds, franos or what? Which ms the biggost? 


I don't know that. 
Who knows these Pigues in the Ministry? Kirchfeold? 
Not so mich Kirchfeld but Wilholm and Puhl, 


Did any other ageney concern itself with foreign oxchangy in Germany 
other than tho Roichsbank, the Ministry of Zeonomics and the 4 Years’ Plat 


Noe 
Is it not a fact that the Foreign Office had its om dovisen? 


Thoy as well as the Propaganda Ministry received certain sums from 
the Reichsbank evory yoar, 
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Did the Foroign Office have extensive holdings abroad, about 
which the Roichsbank my not have beon informed? 


That I do not know, The Foreign Office got a fixed sum evry yoar, 
but besides that I don't knows 


Who handled problems of foreign exchange and trade in the Foreign 


Ripken, Wiehl, and Clodius, 
Any other agencies? 
The Wehrmacht also got certain sums, ` 


How were these sums held, In the name of tho Reichsbank or in 
account of the local Wehrmcht or in the name of some third persons 


In general it was in the name of tho Reichsbank, unless there were 
ether individuals of the Foreign Office, It is possible that the 
Babassy in Madrid asked for foreign exchange from the Foreign 
Office, but I don't know how that was handled, 


In which country did the Reichsbank have its largest holdings? 
Switzorland. 

Second largest? 

Probably in Sweden, The business in Spain and Portugal was done by 
wy cof Switzerland, I don't know of any other accounts, I coan 
imagine that ono of the big banks in Germany could have doalt with ° 


anothor private bank in Switzorland, but later on that was not 
possible in Switzerland, A 


Why? 

Since Switzerland introduced a complete control of foreign exchange 
' and it was impossible to transfer foreign exchange from one bank to 
another in Switzerland, 


fo what oxtent vere accounts hold abroad by German individuals 
and corporations? 


T don"t know thot ond I don't think the Roichsbank oven knows, 
I was never informod of these things, 


You were head of tho Roichsbank? 

I nevor had to do with business details of the Reichsbank, The 
board of directord did that, There is not a singlo business deal 
of the Roichsbank. that carries my signature, 


Aro there any other agoncios in Germany which may have substantial 
credits abroad? 


Only big firme could havo erodits abroad, 


Do you havo any idea to what oxtont firms in Germany had big 
accounts abroad? 
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I think that firms had accounts like that, but tho Reichsbank would 
know about it because all accounts abroad had to be registered. Not 
in all detail but ap>roximately. 

Do you remémber any large acount held abroad by German firms? 

I don't know of any accounts of firms. 

As Prosident of the Reichsbm:k you don't remombor any of those? 


Those registered were long before my time, and as President of 
the Roichsbank I didn't havo anything to do with that, 


Who in the Roichsbank vould know about accounts of German firms abroad? 
Puhl and Wilholm should know abcut those accounts». I nover looked 
after those foroign accounts, My main business was tho domestic 
financial structure. 

If the Ministry of Imonomics wasn't intoresteod in foreign accounts of 
industrialists who in the Government was interested in the industrial 
accounts abroad? 

Nobody bosides tho Roichsbank, 

When did you leavo Berlin? 

Tho 15th or 16th of April, 

Whon did you last seo Puhl or Wilhelm? 

Wilholm, the last day whon I left Berlin, but Puhl was in Sywitzorland , 


at the time for discussions about further sales of gold. I haven't soon 
Puhl anymore, 


Who was in charge of tho Reaichsbank when you left Berlin? 


Wilhelm and Kretaschmnn, 


What instructions did you leave with tho Roichabank with rospect to 
its ovacuation from Berlin? 


The Gyacuation of the Roichsbank was connected with the general plan for 
evacuation of tho Govommment,: The Reichsbank was suppose to follow to 
tho samo placo where the Reichs Government went in southern Germanys 

Why did it not go there? 


Only part of the Reichsbank wont to southern Germany, The rost could 
not follow because of military cvontss 


What was the gan for evacuation of the ministrics from Berlin? 
The general plan was that the wholo govermmont was supposed to move 
to southern Germany when Berlin was threatened by tho Russians. 
Certain staff groups wont to southorn Germany but tho rost.could not 


follow, Tho now sot up in southern Germany had not boon organized Bo 
it vos impossible to find anybody. 
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In a previous interrogation you told an American Officer you 
could supply information as to important records of tho Ministry 
of Zoonomios and the Roichsbank. 


I do not know what has happened to the paperse Socretary of State 
Heyler was supposed to safoguard those papers to carry on the ministry. 


What do you mow of tho Gorman econony? 

I don't mow anything about foreign exchange oF foreign accounts» 
Probably thoy havo boon taken by the Amoricans. I was concerned with 
internal Gorman structuro and entered the set up to give suggestions 
to carry on thoro» 


Did not Gormny boast that it had invented a new form of currency and 
a now money system? 


I have always said that the value of the mark depends on the amount 

of. work that can be done 4n Gormany and before it has beon ascortained 
how much working ability is left in Germany tho valuo of the mark 
cannot be dotorminode 

Who was your statistical advisor? 


In the Volksvirtschaftliche Abteilung Dre Binsiodol was in charge 
and later Yon Hickos 


Whon you wanted ptatistios for s meoting with tho Puhror whom did you 
call? 


I asked my Secrotary of State to got those statistics, Most of the 
tine I only talked to tho Socrotary of Stato. A 


I want to mow about tho Golddiskontbanks 

Tho directors of tho Roichsbank wore at tho sane tino diroctors 
of the Golddiskontbank, Tho Golddiskontbank has chiefly done the 
eloaring with countrics abroade Tho main task of tho bank was to 
recoive the gold mminod through oxports and to pay out gold for 
imports. 

Did it perform any other functions? 

Tho Golddiskontbank bought Gorman seouritios abroad. 


Did thoy not also aid tho Roichsbank in acquiring various foreign 
securitios, ospocially during the poriod of Gorman occupation of France? 


L don't think regulations wore strictly carriod through in the 
caso of Franco, sinco it vas an cecupiod aroa, 


What happoned tc those socuritios? 


Those purehasos woro done through tho Offico of tho 4 Yoars* Plan 
but I don't think that Gooring knows much about it, but Noumann 
should knoWe 


Have you over hoard of the Dovisons chutskonmando? 
Yes, but wo didn't havo anything to do with ite 
What was it? 
- 74- 
SACREIL 








rm A 


SECRET 


INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
25 Juno 1945 (Afternoon) 


As far as I know it wos first under Goering and then under Himmlers 
What was the purposo of it? 


To find out if foreign oxchango was takon abroad unlawfully or 
if foroign oxchango was possossed unlavfully, j 


What do you know about ite oporation in ogeupied France? 
Nothing. I novor had anything to do with it, 


Did tho Golddiskontbank havo anything to do with the Devisenschutz~ 
kommando? 


Foreign exchange unlawfully owmed in Gormany was piven to the Reichs- 
bank, but I don't know what happened to foreign exchange hold un- 
lawfully abroad, 


What about foroign exchange soizod from Franco and-brought into 
Gormny? 


I can't toll yous. I novor had anything to do with that quostion, 
The Directors of tho Roichsbank my be ablo to tell that. 


Was your position os Prosident of the Roichsbank puroly honorary? 


I was rosponsible for tho monotary and currency policios of tho 
Roichsbank, 


What general instructions did you issue as Prosident of the Roichsb:.nk 
for tho plundering of Franco? 


I have abys boen against any plundoring in France, aginst pur- 
chases on the black-market there, against any kind of plundering 
and taking things away from private porsong, I don't: lmow anything 
about any foreign exchange taken from France and in possession of 
the Reichsbank or private persons, 

Isn't it a fact that the Reichsbank had an office in Paris? 

There was a German Kommissar at tho Bank of France, but the Bank 
of France worked completely independently, In the Reichskreitknsse 
Was a bankof the Military Commander in France but its officials 
were members of the Reichr bank. 


What general instructions wore riven to tho Kommissar at the Bank 
of France with respect to securing foroign exchange in occupied Frango, 


The samo regulations were established in France as in Gormany. All 
foreign exchange had to be roristered and tumod ine 


What happened to that foreign oxchange? 

I don't mow any details about what happonod to ite 
How much did tho Reichsbank pot out of occupied France? 
I don't know, 

How about fold? 


As far as I know, no gold was taken out of Prance oxcort tho Bolgian 
(old. 
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How did you got the Belgian gold? 

The Foriegn Office and the Office of the 4 Years" Plan which 

wore concorned in this question asked the French Government to 
give up the Belian gold, 

Didn't the Roichsbank have anything to do with it? 

‘Tho Roichsbank didn't even want to take the gold but was foreed to 
do so lator on, Tho Reichstdnk didn't want to take the gold 
because the owmership wms not determined, - There are .. documents 
to that effect, 

Where are the documents? 

If they were not burned, they must be in Berlin. 

Did you mvo them burned? 

I have not burned anything. 

What did the -Golddiskontbank do in France? 


I don't kmow, Dr, Michal can give the oxact details about foreign 
currency laws in France and thoir application, 


Directing your attention now to the Germn decreo issuod September 
4, 1939 for the prevention of hoarding, was this law effective? 


Tho law was not vory successful, Thoro were a faw law suits but 

it was found out later on that sinoc there vere very few consumers’ 
goods people had plenty of money to spend nnd that money wasn’t worth 
very mich, Tho law msn't vory successful, Only during the last 
months, tho Gormans really started to hoard money, but the law was 

no longer appliode 

Did it have any effect on reducing tho circulation of currency? 

Noe 

How do you explain the presont shortage of currency? 

Because big amounts, many billions, aro in the privato strong 

boxes of privato pooplo being hoarded and not boing put on the mrket, 
Also very litle money has beon issuod during the last few months 
because many of tho printing presses have been destroyed, especially 
in southern Germny whore no money: was issuod at all, 


What is your ostimate of tho totlal amount of currency outstanding 
at this time? 


65 billion. 

What was the ciroulation of currency in 19337? 

4 billion and at the beginning of tho war approximately 7 billions 
You already have currency inflation in Germany, is that, correct? 


As long as prico control and wage control exists this money can 
do no harms { 
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Doos not this large amount of currency put a great pressure on 
tho black market and violation of price control? 
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As long as thoro is a strong authority in tho state, this money 
can do no harm, Tho black markot has only developed during the 
last fow months, No black market existed before that in Gormaye 


Now that Gorman insuranco companies aro eut off from foreim 
companies can thoy obtain adequato reinsurance within Germany? 


That can only be answored after the value of Germany's securitics 
and govornmontal bonds has boon docided becauso most of tho holdings 
of tho insurance companios are in governmental bonds. 


How did tho’ " Roichsauf sichtamt" (Roich Contro} Office)exercise 
its control of insurance companies? 


It vas contalized in Borlin and only issued sortain general directives. 
Was this orcanizationin existence in March 1945? 

Yose 

Have you over hoard of Staffolt? 

Noe 

Do you mow Schellenberg? 

Ho was a man under Himmlers 


What did he have to do with devison? 


Schollonberg was tho successor to Onnaris, Canaris and Schollonberg 
rocoivod devison, but I only found out about the amout when all German 
exchange and gold wore taken ‘out of Borlin in March because I was 
told that certain amounts would havo to remain in Berlin to be 

given to Canaris and Schellenberg, 300,000 marks a months 


Did tho Roichsbank pay out devisen to Schellenberg? For how 
long a period? 


I only found out about it in Fobruary 1945 
What did you think when you found „ub baut it? 


It is vory undertandablo that the Stute has to pay for such 
expenses.» 


What did Schellenberg bring into the Roichsbank in the form of 
devisen? 


i 


He didn't pay in any foreign currency. 
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We will continue with the Four Years' Plan, Who are 
Staffelt and Schellenberg? 


Staffelt is Chief of the Devisenfahndungsamt. Schellen- 
berg was Intelligence Chief of Himmler but had nothing 
to do with the Four Years’ Plan. 


Did Schellenberg have anything to do with Devisenschutz~ 
kommando? 


He did not have anything to do with it. If he did, it 
was unauthorized. 


Is Staffelt alive? 


Yes. I think he is alive but I have not heard from 

him in 2 years. 

To the best of your knowledge is he still connected with 
the Four Years' Plan? 


I don't think so. He had some difficulty with Himmler, 
Schellenberg was the successor of Canaris when Himaler 
took over the Intelligence Service. 


Do you think he is a dangerous man? 


I have heard he is in Sweden. Since he has a job like 
that he probably is a dangerous man but I have never 
met hin as far as I knoWwe 


If we want to find out more information about the 
Devisenfahnduncsamt whom do you suggest as a good 
source? 


Staffelt if he is still alive, otherwise probably Koerner 
knows more than Ie 


The Devisenfahndungsamt was probably created with the 
invasion of Frnace. Is that right? 


It existed before the ware 

Was it a very large organization? 
4 

Not very largce 


Was it the ©. ganization that was concerned with ‘the 
Law against sabotage of the Economy of December 1,1936? 


It existed before that lawe 
What agency enforced this law? 


There were different agencies, for example Customs 
Officials, Police, and Devisenfahndungsamt_ officials,» 


A 09. 
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About what time was the Devisenschutzkommando estab= 
lished in the Four Years' Plan? 


I don't remember exactly but probably very soon after 
law which was December 1936. 


t would you say was the annual take of that agency? 
is impossible to say. 
Was it worth the effort? 


I couldn't say at all. I did not ask for any informa- 
tion about that. The Reichsbank should know about it. 


This morning you omitted onw of your jobs which sounded 
important, Chairman of the Ministerial Council of Reich 
Defense. What was it? 


We only had two sessions. 

But you signed the laws? 

When war started Hitler was not intercsted for a while 
to sign any laws _ so they were sent to me and I signed 
as Chief of the Four Years' Plan or as Chairman of the 
Ministerinl Council for Defense of the Reich, but later 
on Hitler decided again to sign laws himself. 

Did a lew dated December 3, 1938 depriving Jews of 
their property rights have anything to do with the Four 
Years’ Plan? 

There was such a time of lawlessness it was necessary 
to put up laws concerning Jewish property. Since at 
that time all laws were actually signed in the name of 
the Four Years' Plan this was also signed that way. 
Explain the bad situatione 

There was, as I said before, a period of great lawless= 
ness and something had to be donc, otherwise there was 
danger that this lawlessness would have gone on and 
taken much greater proportions. 

Who was lawless = the Jews or the Germans? 

The persons who took the property from the Jews. 

Does it make sense to punish the victims of lawlessness? 
No, but also some of the others were punished. 

Who? | 

Somo of those who committed robberies were punished. 
Since the laws were ordered from above, they had ‘to be 
written upe 


Now another decrece signed by you imposing an atonement 
fine of 1 billion RM on Jewish subjects. 


That was orderod by Hitler. 
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Are you ashamed of that? 

In that time we were not cloar about that. 
Are you clear now? 

I don'ts think tht th Lar -s ocrrcote 


~ ver 


Then you are ashamed of having signed that document, 
or is a Gorman Field Marshal never ashamed? 


I don't have to onswer that question under the Geneva 
Conventions 


You are no longer a prisoner of war. The wer with 
Germany is over and Germany has unconditionally sur- 
rendered to the United Netions. Do you wish to answer 
that question? 

I regret it. You must think of the time, 

Germany was going to conquer the world. 

Germany didn't want to do that, 

On November 12, 1938 there was another law ordering 


the Jews whose property had been destroyed to repair 
it and they lost all insurance claims. What about this 


she sequence of laws suggested by 
the Pour Years' Plan did a lot of dirty work. 
rect? 
this case, unfortunately. 


I want you to tell me about Krauch of 1.G. He worked 
for you in the Four Years’ Plan, did he not? 


Yes, I did not know Krauch until I appointed on the 
gges 


suggestion of somebody whose name I do not remember, He 
is one of blest men we have in the chemical industrye 


BE 
When was he appoi to the Four Years! Plan? 
The end of 1936 or beginning of 1957. 

Was this a full time job? 

Yese 

Did he continue to work for .1.G. Farben? 


T don't think he had the time since he 
us. 


What do you know about organa and Montana? Did Krauc+ 
ever tell you about these 


Nevere 
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You told an American officer that the Four Years" Plan 
operated all through the occupicd areas. 


Yes, with certain changes for the oceupiod arease 


One of the important functions of the Four Years’ Plan 
was to find foreign exchange in these occupied dreas anā 
secure it on behalf of the Germans? Is that correct? 


Yese 


Was all this foreign exchange turned into the Reichs- 
bank or did it go somewhere else? 


As far as it was found by the Devisenschutzkommando 
or by the Four Years' Plan it was either sent to the 


Roichsbank or if used right awry registered with the 
Reichsbanke 


Suppose the office of the Four Years' Plan got thom in 
another manner than through the Devisenschutzkommando? 


Tey had to be registered with the Reichsbank if they 
wore found by an official of the Four Years' Plan. 


When were you last in Switzerland? 

1930 or 1931 probably. Certainly before 1952. 

When you went to Italy did you go by way of Switzerland? 
Never through Switzerland. 


Hoffer purchased many works of art for you in Switzer- 
land. Is that right? 


Not very many, but some. 

Wheat sort of purchases have you made in Switzerland? 
Somo goblets nnd some pictures. 

Anything else? 

I think once a gothic chair. 


Do you have a safe deposit box or bank account in 
Switzerland? 


Hoffer alva; yok the money with hin. 


You have received many gifts dince 1933 from the German 
Stote and from various people? | 


That's right - for my birthday and 


You told an American officer that 
you very substantial gifts? 


n hag given me some prescnts. One 
nad a birthday present, I think that 1 I ever 
ed from hime 


Thysse 
sent n 
roceiy 


When was Thyssen returne 


+r 
LC 


a 
1940, right after the Armistice e 
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What gifts has Thyssen given you since that time? 
A: Not 2 copper coin. 

Q: What about lan? , 

åt Not a piece of land. 


Q: What is the largest gift you have received from the 
German State, the Grman people or private individuals? 


As It is difficult to say since it is difficult to comparo 
the various gifts. A gift from the State was given 
through the Puhrer, 





Q: Did you get anything worth over a million marks? 





A: ‘Definitely not. I think that the most valuable was a 
box I received from the Fuhrer when I was made Reichs- 
marshall. 








What did the box contain? 
A document covered with precious stones and gold. 


: "You told an American officer about the development of 
Russian and German collaboration. 















Up to 1900 Russia and Germany were very close. The 
German Officer Corps had great respect for Russie and 
always saw them at their very best in St. Petersburg. 
Right now, at first everybody wos very much afraid of 
the Russians and went toward the American area but after- 
wards especially among the younger officers it was felt 
thet perhaps the Germans had made 2 mistake and should 
have gone in the other direction. Right after the 
Russians got to Berlin, after the collapse, they did a 
skillful job of propaganda, over the radio. “They said 
thet the wheel of history could not be turned back, 
that Germany could not be divided up again and they 
started to open Berlin theaters right away. They pro- 
mised a future for Germany, and.on that occasion I renen- 
bercd how back in history from 1860 the Russians always 
have fought on the side of the Prussians and eyon after: 
the last war when Germany wre not allowed to have a 
great army of its own, Germans learned tc fly planes 
in Russia and to drive tanks there ond from then ọn 
the German officers always had a great respect for 
Russian officers. The Russians did a very skillful job 
of propaganda. They let Berlin citizens tell the rest 
of the Germans th2t everything was alright, but over here 
in this region we got the opposite impression, Evon 
then I said thot I thought. this probably was propaganda 
and not the truth. i 
























Q: How long do you think you would live if you were turned 
over to the Russians? 










Not very longs 


Q; Who gave you Burg Veldenstein? 


A: That's where I grew upė- It belonzed to one of my 
Godeficthers.” It comes from my family. 
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Now we have a long list of medals, foreign decorations, 
etc., about 8 pages of thems The greatest collection 
of medals in the world. Is that right? 


All the Allies of Germany sent theme 


Who has more medals than you in “ermany? 


The Grow Prince of Germany. Hitler never took any 
medals so I got them as second in command. 


You didn't care for these medals? 


As for the foreign medals I never wore them more than 
2 or 3 times, only when the Ministers of foreign coun- 
trics camee 


How valuable do you regard your 3 chests of stamp 
collections? 


Those were all new postage stamps which were gent to me 
by the Postmaster General. 


Germany is today in 2 great state of chaos and there is 
danger thet there will be a food shortage whis: winters 
Can you make any suggestions how that condition might 
be improved? 


I see the greatest danger in the fact that the great- 
est part of Germany hes been destroyod through the wary 
that very little could be done or can be done at the 
moment and that through the ndv-nee of the Russians, 
which is still taking place, and through the fact thet 
England is weak and American does not show enough in- 
terest in Europe there is a great danger ef advances 
toward communism. To this should be added skillful 
Russian propagande over the radio which also reaches 
non-Russian occupied areas. Also the fact that the 
terror 2bout the Russians is receding end that people.. 
are now afraid of a division of the Reich and are be- 
ginning to think that a united Reich ever under Russian 
domination would be better. 


Do you agrec that the most important problem at pre= 
sent for Germany is the feeding of the people? 


Yes, absolutely. 


If Germany has any bank balances, credits or asscts in 
neutral countries it would be helpful for us to knov 

that in order that possibly food might be obtained by 

the use of those creditse Can you help us on suzggostions? 
I don't know of any of those accounts but Puhl or 

Wilhelm should know about it, possibly also Funk and 
Ritter in the Foreign Office. I think that those 

accounts should ãefinitely be used for the purposes of 
buying food for Germany. 


Wouldn't Funk know this very definitely? 


Funk should know about the bank. accounts. Maybe not 
the small ones but certainly the big accounts. 
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Great Britain is short on food and a law in the United 
States prohibits sending any food to Germany, so she will 
have to pay for her own imports. There will also be 
tromendous reparations payable to Russia. 


å magician will have to do rf otal cs 


is a magician? 


s 


doe is magic by means which you do not likes 
you? 
Americans. 


Stalin is our Ally. 


\fter all we know the Russian means. It is said that 
there is more food available in Berlin now than when the 
German Government was there. If there should be hunger 
in Germany I think there will be complete chaos in 


Germanye 


Wo ld Germany have cver ente retainer this l: 2 progran 
of geression if they had no se * yp 
inaustrialiets all the woy thr 


Germans. 1 had to support 


so or did they do so voluntarily? 


did it voluntarily but if they would have refused 
state would have stepped in. 


y think the state would have been strong enough to 
inve forced the big industry into war if it did not 
want war? 


When the call came for war every industry followed 
without any difficulty from inner convictions. 


Is it true tha mc í these lorge industries in Gere 
many have substantial int: st in other countries? 


Certainly, but ai know any particular cases, anc I 

don!t know to what extant the war hes changed those 

intcrests. The ‘first important job s that transporta= 

— has to be recstablished in Germany. That was 
specially difficult during the Inst weeks of the war, 

en use railroads could not go to all parts >f the countrye 


Is there‘any possibility of ing assets in neutral 
countries? 


If they exist they 


Have you heard of 
r organizations: ha 


The Foreign Office had certain accounts 
sible that in certzin neutral oleh bbs rh ay Mens) 


positive trade balances. 


v Bhim 
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Wat countrics would they be? 


Sweden, Switzerland and possibly Spain. I don't think 
there are any in'south America unless from balances be- 


fore the war because there were no connections during 
the ware 


Do Ou thi — te p osgib F- Gernany to produce 
enough food t ake ex of s own people? 


scoupied by America and Englan 
sufficie nt unless the part oce upicd by 


24 to the other parts. The 
sufficiente 


J 9 4 fr ? - mAs 4 
possible for.us to $ 11 the food produced 
, — 


PAM nnn Atatri 4 mean nie 
zones 2nd distribute Germany tak 


2 


It would be difficu 


If 0b; toking the 


would iv be possible 
exchanging coal for food? 


destroyed not much coal 
coal production could 
probably would be a means 


ou think conl exports in addi 
country would be able to f 
or a period of years? 


There will be an excess of 


your opinion, it would not 


war after the Austriar 
solvcd Is that right? 


I quarrels about the question with the 
uhrer, but the Fuhrer decided on war and, of course, 
every German fo we he order. The English Ambassador 
to Berlin at g sime knows very well what position I 
took at thet 


But the Ambassador is dead? 
He has written up his papers ond the inglish Government 
knows it. 


Would the German people be satis 
M1 Freon) 
Cus LUA J 


No, v it be? With its abilities it could also 

be i: + couldn't live on agriculture alonce 

If Romans La o import all agricultural maghinery 

there would t 2 possibility of exporting anything. 

G is clothing and railroads, All that has to 
and industry is necessary for living. 


couldn't trust Germany to havo heavy industry again, 
cause there would be the isọ of mother war? 


the power and the re nsibility also. 
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as I undorstend it, Nazism had its roots in what you 
might call a disappointed peoplo-~unemployed officers 
like you who couldn't find a caroer in Germany? 
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It was not a question of position. I had a jobs It 
was the question that Gormany could not be satisfied 
with the Versailles Treotys 


Under the Versailler Treaty Germany at least was 2 
state. Do you understand that? 


I understand. 

. Where did Nazism find its roots? 

In all the people who did not want to have the Verszilles 
Treaty over them and also in economic conditions. No 
work and so on, Some people went to the extreme left 

and others to the ex%reme right. 


In the growth of the Party who were your converts among 
the industrialists beides Thyssen prior to 1932? 


I think Kirdorf in the Ruhr industry, He assembled a 
eirele of industrislists. : 


The industrialists came, in 1930 and 19317 


I don't know, I have never worked in the party. I 
only worked for the State. 


You have impressed me, Reichsmarshal , as being a very 
smart mane Who in the cast helped you? 


No supporterse Silesia was all Catholic and they 
did not support tho party. 


Who im Hamburg? 


I don't think anybody in Homburg. The main support 
was in the Ruhr. 


Who in Berlin? 


I don't think Siomens, he was too closely connected with 
tno Democrat Party. The banks did not give anything. 


Heve you rend Thyssen's book "I Paid Hitler"? 
Noe 
Have you heard of the book? 


Yes. 


What was the most hazardous time in the life of the party? 


After 1923. = 
After 1928? 


1929 and 1930 was probably the most difficult time since 
communism wis much stronger. 
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After the party came into power in 1953 and followin i 
tho Reichstag fire would thcy not have lost the election 
if there had been no fire? 


The outcome of the election had nothing to do with 
the fire. There was a wave going through the country 
and everybody was flocking to the party. 


I mean the election in March 1933? 


There were several elections but when the party ‘got 

into power one of its first acts was to have a general 
election right away and the date was fixed before the 
fire, but in that election the party got more than e 
half of tho votes. There was also a second election that 
year, 


It did not have two-thirds majority required under the 
Constitution? 


Only in the second election, 


In both clections it had the gencral support of German 
industry, did it not? l 


Yes, wo had the support of all industry. 


This support took the form of large financial contri- 
butions to the party, did it not? 


I don't remember what funds were paid after the m rty 

got into power. That's a question for the treasury of 

the mrty. Unity between the Stete and Party never 

existed. They were always two separate things. .In 

—* end there was only the Partye It stood over the 
tate. 
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INTERROGATION - OP. FUNK - 
IN THE PRECENSE OF GOBRING 
{ 25 June 1945 (evening) 


Q: We told the Roichsmarshal about our fears that Germany would 
experionce vory serious economic chaos, We discussed this same 
question with you this aftornoon. Tho Reichsmarshal . pointed out 
that this problom was particularly serious in view of the fact that 
the aroa under Russian occvpation contains tho greater shamwof 
agricultural production. Wo also told tho Roichsmrshal that tho 
chances nyo that Baglanc will bo dficiont in food for soyoral years to 
somo and taat, of course, it is mlaful for the Amorican’ govornmént 
to supply ony materials to Gormany oxcopt for payment in foreign 
exchanz2. ‘this .ccoriinely makes the problom of Gormany's agsots broad 
of orveial cimificarco to Gormany 4tsolf, particularly those assots 
in nousrel countries. What ean you tell us at this time of the status 
of Gormany's, Tcroign assets. 


Punk: Tho Gorman Roichsbenk has only one big account abroad. That in 
Switzerland which amounts to porhaps 35 millicn RM at the most. Thore 
may be vory sill assets in Svedanes 


Q: What about Spain? 
Punk:Thore can bo no assots of the Roeichsbank in Spain. 
Q: What about assots held by Gorman corporations? 


Punk:By ono law of tho 4 Yoars' Plan all foroigm holdings had to bo 
ropistored with the Reichsbank, thoroforo, tho companios converted 
thoir assots into gold snd depesited that fold with tho Roichsbanks 
It amounts to hotvoen 70 and 80 million RM. Of courso, it is actually 
still tho property cf tho companicse 


Q: Is this tho total amount of foreign exchange hold by Gormany oF 
Gorman nationsis abroad? 


Punk:Any other assots should havo been rogistored with tho Roichsbank. I 
think tho? big companics such as I.G. Farbom should at thisrpnont 
havo crocats abroad on tho basis of participations which they have 
abroad. 


(The Roichsrarshall asks 4¢ thoro had not boon paymonts to Svoden for 
goods not yot roaoived so that thero should bo a trade balanco in Swoden 
but Funk stator that in tro ond, trade with Swoden was on a vory small 
scalo and porhaps tret tho trade balanco would bo not more than possibly 
7 million Swo ish ore TEs | 


Q: Those numbers apply to tho beginning of Feovuary e Is it smallor 
SR 


, not think that at the moment thoro are more than 50 
1 ot’ Porcigm «xchange available including holdings in 
1 Srəčönə I do net imor how much foreign exchange 
> Awrieene. Porhaps an amount of 1 Million was left 
— ond thor should have beon small deposits} 


Several guetiom wore aslkod, this afternoon as to foreign holdingse 
What own y 3C ", QORR 
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INTEROGATION OF FUNK 
(IN THE PROGENS OF GOERING 
25 Juno 1945 (avening 


Gooring:~Funk has said that in Pobruary thero were 
RM in foreign oxchango. 
erabic amount of that- 
baon a mich greater amount loft 
less of whethor those amountcvore 
on any whero olses 
exchange was sent to Merkers. 
ed approxinate ) 
of foreign oxchang 
to betwoon 6 and 7 millions a other expenses. 
Thore should be papers in Munéch which indi much for- 
eign oxchango is still available. 


Let us recall again the testimony you, Funk, gave this. afternoon in 
which, as I undorstood you, you gave tho following statement, You - 
stated that major issuos of foreign exchange were handled by the 4 
Yoars' Plan, eithor by Goering or in his absenco, by Koemer. Is that 
correct? 


Punk: For the 4 Yoars' Plan, foreign exchange was alwaya available sinoo the - 
mjor part of German holdings in foroign exchange was collected with 
tho help of decrees of the 4 Years' Plan. 


Gocring:-There has always been one part of the foreign exchange fund in the 
Reichsbank reserved for the uso of the 4 Yoars' Plan, Those funds could 
only bo used with the approval of the 4 Years’ Plans After 1942 I was 
only consulted throo timese, about disposal of gold to Rumania, to Greece, 
and in tho third case, when Ribbentrop asked for an Italian gold fund 
but was refuseds l 


Q: What kind cf miters did you take up with Koerner? 


funk: There vere constant dealings between Koorner and tho directors of the 
Roichsbank but ory in one case did- tho directors consult the Prosident 
of tho Roichsbank, and that was the case where woapons were to be 
bought from certain partisans in Italy and Croatia. This purchas® was 
refused by ‘tho Reichsbank pres dont and mlos woro broken offe 


Do I understand from you, Funk, tostimony that the Office of the 
4 Yoars' Flan continued to be ‘activo until Gormny's collapse in Morch 
or April 1945? 


Wamk:Tho officials of the 4-Years’ Plan continued to doal with the directorium 
of tho Reichshonk in mtters of foroign oxchange through 1944. 


Gooring:-Starting in 1942 I did not havo anything to do with foreign 
currency in tho Reichsbank excopt for tho throo casos stated above, 
but Koornor continued to be in tho Central Planning Office of Spoor 
and in that position continued to draw on the forig oxchaye fund 
in tho Roiehsbank which originally bol ongod to tho 4 Yoars' Plan. 


INTZRROGATION ON FUNK 
(IN THE PRAC.ISE OF GOBRING) 
26 Juno 1945 (Moming) 


Our invostigetion of foreign exchange can be explained only in toms 

of tho cormlote panic and stupidity of the Gorman porsonnol, Tho 

chiof personnel woro concerned with finding comfortable billets in 
mountain resorts and watering places ani did not seem to zivo a dem 
about tho rocords and activitics of the Ministry, Wo found that the 
party left Borlin and went to Bad Solzungen but thoy left there loaving 
their recoris hehind, and moved back toward Borlin, and thn they 
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INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
' (DY THE PHECRISS OF GOERIG) 
26 Juno 1945 (Meming) 


seattorod north and south. Whon thoy got north thoy wont in tho 
finost hotels in Hamburg and didn't do anything. Thoso that vont south 
wont to Bad Wiossoc,a vory beautiful placo on tho Togornsoo, and 

gia nothing. Som of thom landed up at Attonha 

of about 250 populations and thoro thoy aro tonding pix 

the way the ovacuation of tho Dopartmont of Poreign Uxchange was 
plannod? 


Punk: Cortainly note 


Q: What was it thon? 


Punk:Sinco tho Russians mot close to Borlin in tho boginning of Fob- 
ruary it was decided that tho Ministry of Bcononmics, tho Reichsbank 
and all other Ministries wero to bo evacuatod to placos in Thuring- 
in, since tho rogħon on tho oast bank of the Rhine ws still com 
plotoly froe and not oceupiod by tho Allios, and in this way part 
of tho Ministry of Sconomics cot to Bad Salzungen, Woimar, and 
Erfurtes Tho cold and foreign exchange was brought to Morkors by train, 
& but tho registration of foroign exchango was still carried on in 
Borlin and thoro was still onough foroim oxchango loft in Borlin 
to satisfy all demands that were made. 


Q: How much? 

Punk:Domands of tho oconomy =+ tx Foreign Office for rogular payments 
which had to be mado overy monthe Around, Master, Thuringian was 
occupied by tho Allios and tho gold and foreign — at Morkers 
felliinto tho hands of the Amoricans. Boforo the Allies took 
lierkors n small amunt of forie > exchange was brought back ta 


Borling It was ossontially tho amount of foreign exchange which 
was lator on sont down south again with the 10 tons of gold. 


Q: Did you leavo any gold in Borlin? 

Punk:I don't think 806+ 

Q: What kind of devisen? 

Punk:I think about 1 million RM worth of foreign exchange wa: left in Borlin. 
Q: Do you know tho composition? 

Fmk:No. 

Q: Did you over sond gold from Berchtesgaden to Mittonwald? 


Punk:Nos 


Q: What was in tho 11 cases you sent from Berchtesgaden to Mittenwald? 
You know that you sent these boxes. Tho driver seid that ho was 
-ordered by Dr. Funke * 


Punk:I don't mov, anything about these boxes. I have never had 


any 
boxes sent from Berchtesgndene Thero must be some orrore Thore has been 
no gold in Borchtossudane 


What do you know about tho dovison in Egor? Schultzo-Schlutius 
said that in Moreh thoro woro 10 million in bank-notos shipped 
out of Borline 6 million to middle Gormny, i million to Igor 
and 3 million to northorn Gormanye i 

f f 
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INTERROGATION ON FUNK 
(IN THS PROEINSS OF GOERING) 
26 Junol945 (Morning) 


Punk:I don't kmog anything about that. Wilhelm- should mow of ite 
I was nover told about it, 


Q: Schultze-Schlutius said that in Switzorland, Gormany had credits 
of 1 billion Swiss francs, Is that right? 


Punk: That is not truo, that was sovornl years agos 


Q: Ho said that the credit was established in 1942 and it is much 
larger at this tims, 


Punk:He mst have liods All I imow is that this crodit no longor exists, 
Q: What do you have to say about Kirchfeld? 


Punk: Kirchfeld spont many years abroad, Ho was one of the best German 
businessmen in foreign trade. When in atum of 1943 the Ministry of 
Economics was more or less changed into a Ministry of Trade, Hitler 
sugested that Kirchfeld should be called upon since he was one of 
the best exports in the field of foreign trade. 


Q: Whom did he replace? 
Punk:Ho took the place of under-secretery Jagwitze 
Q: What happened to Jagwitz? 


Goering: Jagwits hag been in tho 4 Yours" P an but later on when the 4 
Yonrs' Plan went over into tho differdnt ministrios, Ja witz went 
into the Ministry of Economics, 


Q: Do you mow that Kirchfeld still had an income of 300,000 RM from 
industry? 


Punk:When Kirchfeld entered the Ministry it was undor tho condition 
that he would ocase all private business connections, This is the 


first time that I havo hoard he still had a private incom aftor 
that. 


Q: Kirchfold told mo that he spent 15 days a month in Essen working for 


Parrostahl and 15 days a month in Berlin workin; for the Mini. try» 
Is that right? 


Punk;I had agreed with Kirchfeld that ho would havo to work full timo 
for tho Ministry. Only in January 1945 it was agroed that he should 
return to Farrostahl sinco one cf tho directors had fallen ill. 


Q: We checked in Zssen and found that he worked there half of the 
entire time he ws in the Ministry, 


Punk: Then this was contrary to the agreements which. had been made by me, 


Q: Don't you know what coos on in your Ministry? Ho wma onb of your 
main assistants. 


Funk:If he would have worked 15 days in Essen I would have noticed ite 
He Was always at my disposal ot Berlin whon I needed him, 


He said he didn't want to work in the Ministry but since he was a 
reserve officer in the Luftwaffe he was throatened with induction 
into the Luftwaffe and thorefore wont’ to work for tho Ministry. 


> K's 


S22 232 








INL NMN N 


H3241 -00 


(IN THB PRaCaIsS OF GOSEING 
26 June 1945 (Morning) 


Punk:That’s a lie, Not a word is true, Ho cams to us completely 
voluntarily. 


Q: A salary of 300 thousnad BM 4s ono of the largest paid in Goman, 
is it not? f 


Gooring:That is more than ny pay ss Roichsmrshal + 


Kirchfeld had such a 
; ts would have boen 
co tho Ministry in all prob- 
) 


Q: Ho said ho sorvod as a "dollar-anyoar" mane 

Punk:He was not n official. Ho did not have tho samo title as Jagwits 
and therofore had toiit when he wanted to. s90 pooplos Ho has novor 
beon an official. 

(Goering suggested perhaps tho agreement was that his pay from Parrostehl 

whould go on but Funk states thet this was not tho cas@, In the Speer 

Ministry it was vory usual that people were taken from industry. 


Q: Kirchfeld was an old Nazis Do you have anything further to say about 
Kirchfeld? 


Wmk:He was vory industrious, but I did not mow him before he com 
to tho Ministry. 


Q: What do you think of Schultzo~Schlutins? 

Punk:He always did his job expertly. Ho was not considered a very capable 
man, but always did his job to full satisfaction. In the ond he espoo- Y 
inlly handlod foreign trado discussions with Czcchoslwakiae 
Didn't Rheinhardt do that? Schultzo~Schlutius told me he was in charge 
of all mtters other than southeaste Both Rheinhardt and Schultze- 
Schlutinus told me tho opposite of what you are saying. Don't you know 
what goos on in your om Ministry? 

Funk: Bheinhardt worked at first in Czechoslovakin, Croatia and Yugoslavia 
but when the job became to great, Sehultzo~Schlutius took over Czecho- 
slovakia and mado frequent trips to Pressberg but at the sam time 
ho was in charge of the Laender sections of the Ministry. 

Q: Reichsmrshal ., do you know Schultse-Schlutins? 

Gooring: Noe 

Q: Do you recall Bot hg? 

Gooring:Yese 


Q: ‘Tell me what you mow about Bot hogo? 


Gooring:Bet h'o was A helper of Jagwitz in tho 4 Yoars’ Plan and later 
went to the Ministry of Zoonomies, acting in Spain and founding tho 
Rowak Company. theres i 


Q: What was the purpose of tho Romak Company? nl 
TESS 10 
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INTZRROGATIGN OF FUNK 
(IN THS PRECRISZ OF GOERING) 
26 June 1945 (Morning) 


GoeringsI want to say first of all that this ws a doublo company, 
Rowok-Hismar, Tho min purpose of this company was to mke 
purchases of needed raw materials in Spain, such as copper, 
wolfram and sulphur, Also to acqiire mining rights in Spain 
to secure further delivorios of certain raw mterialas 


Was it not in fact an import monopoly whereby all imports fron 
Spain had to clear through tne Rowok Company? 


Goering:I think only in the beginning. 
Q: Do you wish to add anything olse? 


Goerinr:Tho importance of Rowak existed minly during the Spanish 
Civil War. We sent weapons to Spain and in this my acquired 
credit there, It was the task of Rowak to recoivo goods from 
Spain in oxchango, Inter on aftor the end of the Civil War, there 
wore now trado agreements with Spain and Romak only did part of 
tho tradingge 


Q: Mmk, do you wish to add anything furthor? 
Funk: Thoso trade agrooments wero conducto throuch regular chamnols, 


9: Is it corroct to say that tho Rowmk Company was tho economic 
devico by which Germny assisted Franco in Spain? 


Funk: Yose 


Goering:That is truc, but the Rowak Company did not havo anythin; to 
de with tho Ministry of Zconomics but was diroctly under the 
4 Years' Plan undor Jaswitz. hon Jagwitz vent ovor to tho 
Ministry of Economics ho took Rowak along with him, 


Was tho Rownk Company in 1942 anc 1944 tho principal instrumont 
of the Gorman Govommment for tho purchaso of wolfram in Spain? 


Gooring: That is probably true, but I did not havo mich to do with it 
at that tine, As far as I know all cre was handlod through 
Romak except iron ore. 

Q: Handled how ? 


Gooring:Thore probably vas a direct agroement betivcon industry and 
mining imtoreste in Spain. 


Q: Has tho monetary ctligtions of Prane: tc Gormuny boon paid off 
or are thore still amounts owed by tho Franco / covernment? 


Goering:Pranco still ovos money to Gormony. All tho amcunts for the 
Civil “ar. 


Q: Ie not that an item of Gormahy's foreign oxchango? 


Gooring:That has never boon carricd as a forcim oxchange crodit: since 
it was navor clear if this would be paid at alle Thore have boon 
discussicns on that point, but thore has nover boon any decision 
made. 


What would you sstimte the present outstanding amount to be? 
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INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
(IN THS PRECRISS OF GORING ) 
26 Juno 1945 (Morning) 









Goering:is far as I romomber 300 million RM. That was for tho do- 
livery cf weapons which is suteide tho Ministry of Boononicse 


Q: Would Schvorin-Krosigk mow? 
Gooring:Ho would not mow but OKW would mow, 


Q: What othor debts are owed Gormuny of this nature? Any from 
Hungary, Rumania or 


Goering:Cortainly there is no debt from Rumania, but possibly thore is 
a small dobt owed by Finland. 





Q:  Gotting back to Pranco's dobte Aro thoro any documents acknovledsing; 
that dobt on bohalf of Spain? 





Goering:Thore should be such docymants at tho Forsign OPPice. 






Q: Would Ridbontrop know? 





Gcering:He should mow, 







Q: What about Turkey? 
Funk:That account should bo completely clearud. 







Q: What about Japan? 


Punk:At the vory ond thore wore vory complicated discussions with Japan 
about patont rights but they were not finished, 





Q: Theon Japan is a bad debt? 








Funk;We would not accopt thoir yan in the and since no value existod 
for it in Burope. We only could help the Japanoso in Zurope by 
ziving them crodits in foreign exchange, for examplo in Swiss francs. 


Q: Kirehfeld told me that Jagwits had difficultios with the Nazis and 
was firod, Is that right? 


- Goering and Funk:Jagwitz was a vory ardent Nazi, 
Q: Why did he leavo tho Ministry? 






Punk:Boonuse of his long illnoss. Ho could not carry on his work, and it 
was agreed that ho should loavo tho Ministry. 


Q: Kirchfold is a groat liar apparently. 


(j 






. Gooring:Jarwitz was on old party mombor and ho was “no of tho fow office 
 4als who always wora his party uniform at works 


Q: Dad you lmow Landvohr? Where is he now? Ho was arrosted by the Gostapo 
in 1944. 







Funk:His wifo pave rofuge to one of tho conspirators and wo roceived a 
note from Bormann or Himlor that Landychr should bo dismissed, 






Q: What did you do? 


FPunk:He was dismissod, ~ad 79 


ow 
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INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
(IN THE PRICINSI OF GOERING ) 
26 Juno 1945 (Morning) 


Q: Have you hoard of hin since? 

Punk: Noe 

Q: Was ho a capable fellow? 

Funk:Ho was quite old, but he knew his jobe 

9:  Gotting back to Bothgo. Beth. told mo he was a (ood Nagi. 
Goering;Ho was sent up from the Party. 

Q; Do you know where or when he joined tho Party? 

Goering:No. Funk:Noe 

Qs Do you mov Kuhlomann? 


Punk: Noe 
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INTERROGATION OF SCHWERIN=KROSIGK 
(In presence of Goering and Funk) 
26 June 1945. (morning) 


You havo been Minister of Finance for many, many yearse 
When did you become Minister? 


1932 


Before that were you an official in the Ministry of 
Finance? 


Yesa 
Since when? 
1920. 


What can you tell me about the total amount of German 
currency outstanding at this time? 


I don't know at this moment, but as far as I remember, 
in April it was between 60 and 65 billions. . 


You told on American officer on 4 June quite a different 
figure. 


Yes. 

Was that a mistake? 

Yes. I only remembered the figure which I had secon 
when I made some tax computations, but the next day 
after making that statement I made a correction. 

To whom? | 


In 2 written resumé of what I had said the day before. 


Do you remember the figure you told the American officer 
on the 4th of June? You said it was 40 billion. 


Yese 


Krosigk, you are the Minister of Finance. That's a 
large mistake to make, What kind of an official.are 
you? 


FUNK: The data of the Reichsbank were usually 2 or 3 weeks 
late, so that the Minister of Finance could not, exactly 
know. what the correct figure was at the momente 


You mean 25 billion was the lag of 3 weeks? 


: No, 40 billion was dofinitely too lowe- 50 had 
already been given out. 


Punk, it is your opinion that in April the circulation 
was what? 
It should have been about 60 billion, i 
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During the 
billion a 


do you know any thing about this? 
sonsidered those questions. 


it is 60 billion. How — was 
printed the Rentenmark 


woro administered by the Roichsbanke About 
were in Rentenmarks or perhaps 2 little lesss 


whother more Rentenmarks should be printed 


ii 
ai between the Reichsbankx ond the 


3 is 
X nee “Minist 
What denominatio 
and 2 marks. 
happened to the 5 Rentenmark bills? 


Rentenmark n notes were exchanged sometime during 
war into other bank notes. 


Roichsmarks and Renten- 


36 billions at the end of 1943. Between 


lion at the ond o . The rapid ine 
curred later Onse 


more or less out of control. Is that 


Tho difficultics of c ntrolling currence 
winter of 1944 1945.6 


Y 


iefly through tne destruction of railreads 
rt 


ecnuse people ed hoarding 
y i Betwoon 12 and 15 billion marks are 
ig noarded by private individuals. 
What are the denominations of the Reichsbank 
currently outstanding? 


FUNK: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, and 1000 marks. 


1000 mark noto in general 
» tO banks? 


yal circulations, 


there d larger note? 


Thera wès no lorger no Tho 1000 mark note was 
liked by-the people, i hore was. a fear that 
it would be ea lea 





Directing your attention to 1944, 
expenditures for military and civilian 


+1 — an fins NYA - 4 m Arny 
the Gorman Government, including Comnu 
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muor 
muca 


year ending April 1 9 the Reich tex 
31 billion. As fa emember, that 


ir 
14 > ~ m +} * 4 +> Yn, de j. ` > — 
little more than 30% of the total expenses 


sxpenditurcs of the Laender and 


ich 


were approximately 80 billion for the Reich 
15 billion for the Lacnder and other political 


+ 36 billion? 


oads, mail, interest on credits 
to approximately 5 or 6 billion. 


exception State railreads, were any other 
enterprises producing ineome in 1944 or wero they 


a dotic 


Reich works showed income. It is 
ith works like the eormann Gooring Works, 

in the status of boing built and therefore 
money of the income for further expansion. 


: iously contrary tc the necounting 
provided in tne RKoichshaush»ltgeset*. sxpenditures 
for capital improvements are not taken from receipts 

must bé provided in a separcts manner. I'm asking 
out current operations of Hermann Goering Works, 
hey operating xt 2 deficit? Did current output 
intake? Does it surprise you (Gooring) 
operating on a deficit? 


: 


GOERING: I think the revenue from the Hermann Gocring Works 
should have been used right away for investnent. 


Chances are that they wore operating on a deficit. Is 
thet right without regard te further capital investment? 
And that I) suppose ís. taking intc consideration that 
mony employees were slave laborerse 


I stated that probably during the war the Heymann Gooerirg 
Jorks worked on an operating deficit. 
ove Sl billion tax reecipts, we have 2 or 3 billion 
cipts for Gemeindon and no tax receipts for Lacnicre 
mazes tax receipts of about 33 billion-6 billion 


non-tax revenuee Docs expenditure include service on 


‘the public debt? z 
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— = = (Rrosigk-Goering-Funk) 


Q: How much is scrvice on the public debt including re= 
tiroment of debt? 








A: You get the wrong picture if you include in public 
oxpenditurcs the repayment of ghort term papers which 
are later issucd anew. 





Q: I want the figure of interest and amortization on the 
public debt. 









A: Interest and amortization amount to about 12 billion f 


a years 






Q: In 1944 you had income of about 42 billion Ru, expendi- 
ture for Governmontal functions plus interest and 
amortization about 112 billion. Is that right? 


to 12 










As In tho sum of 100 billion, dobt service of 10 
billion was included. 
You were able 


Q: You then had a doficit of 58 billion. 
oxtent of 42%. 


| $ to moet current expenditure only to the 

















Is that correct? 










A: That is probably truc. 

This is for the fiseal year ending April 1944. Will 

the deficit be larger or smaller for the year ending 

1945? 

A: It will be sreater. Tax income in the beginning was 
the same but daecroased later on, 4 total of perhaps 
26 billion for the current yoare 











Qs Will therc be 2 deficit of 85 billion? 






As At least. During the last year the increase in public J 
about 7 billion a monthe This is truo probably 








PE” aia 
debt was 


ee oe >, } A ep3 
until tebruarye 









Q: That monthly increase would be consistent with a 
jeficit of about 85 billions j 






t i ? * 4 * sA a a 
A: This inerease only atertcd about the midile.of the 


v 


ye are 











Q: What was the inerense of the public a@cbt for the l2st 


month you know? 


él 







it was ° * a Hillio: 
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think 







Government has 
sufficient 
perform 


erformed on 
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a (Krosigk-Gocring-Funk) 


What about the public debt? 


Since there is no central tax collection, the question 
is how public debt will, be so. ponsions and 

contributions of the Reich to social sveurity, and: in- 
and contributions to war victims, and also 

sc to property. he matter then is that there 

manent deficit in prospect. One should be able 
public debt and pensions but it would be’ 

cover war damage. 


What about pensions to wa ictims and familics of 
war’ victins? 


This question ean only be answercd when we know what the 
public earning power will be, what debts will be paid, 
and what debts will be taken off the books. 


ons that you find necessary, can 
other thon a substantial deficit 


very definite destine= 
‘or reconstruction and 
ond the exponscs 


ãituüurcs 


© poss sible, 


wn 


balance. 
income tax 
ymc will be 
svenue will 


than a large 


don't s 








(Krosigk-Gscring-Punk ) 


go down? 
2 dush the collapse 
will livo in poverty. Every possible 
still in cxi > m bce used, and 
to be tisficd with the least pos- 
existence, ı inflation must be prevent= 
and in order to do that a strong autho- 
+, becruse that is what was missing in 
en 20 and 25 million inhabitants don't 
except what they carry around with thom- 
will have to be = dividing of property 
and the others who still possess somothing. 
be done with a contral authority locking 
tho pine Bike: and economic problems. If this 
arity exists there will also be strength from below 
art building up Germany again and get Germany going 
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Q: o you (Goering) have anything to say? 


— ar the whole of Burcpe has to be built up first 
c be rebuilt, reparations will be in- 
can be taken from a place where there 
ermany is supposed to repair Europe, 
be cortein repeirs at home first. 


to suggest to prevent 


romains the great difficulty that 
that thoro exist the Russian, 

— Zones a plens are 
for — regions. No sugége can be made 
there are definite assumpti ‘There must be 
about price control; but if le are going hung 
these laws will not be onfc able, and the inevit 
outcome will be communisn. 


De you (Krosigk) have anything to say? 


It always comes to the question if there can be unified 
monetary po — and this is only possible —* there 

ig cne central power. This is the only way to. prevent 
inflation. 


PUNK: Inflation can be prevented if the food supply is 
guaranteed and tho people can go. on working. We have to 
consider that four-fifths. of sre surplus regions 
ere under Russian — under the condition 
that there is enough food, the buying power of every- 
body is large enough to satisfy his necds and that of 
his family, then the » monetary question is only a 
question of authority. If 2a minimun existenca as far 
as food is concerned ic guaranteed and if tho German 
peeple arc able to work thon thore should not be any 
possibility of inflation, pro vided that thers oxists a 

‘entral authority who keeps order and discipline. Under 
those conditions it is of no importanco at what lovol 
the prices will be fixed = low or highs he problen 
of inflation under those conditions is ly a technical 
question. 
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(Krosigk~Goering-Funk) 


KROSIGK: I agree with what Funk had to say, but I want to 
add that even now we have had a very complicated system 
of financial equalization between the Reich and Gemeinden 
and among the various Gemeinden, and it will be impos- 
sible to let the Gemeinden take over the expenses of 
the Reich without an increased system of equalization, 
But if such a system of equalization exists, it would 
have to be centralized and we would have the whole 
system again of centralized finance. 


Would you say that the first step to save Germany from 
inflation is centralized financial control? 


GOERING: The main basis of the German financial structure 
was a system of equalization and at this moment there 
exist such large differences between the different 
Gemeinden that a system of equalization is absolutely 
necessary, at least within a certain part of the countrys 


FUNK: I think that the Gemeinden will have to.be of greater 
importance than before, but even so a central financial 
structure is necessary to safeguard reconstruction. 


Do I then understand that the first step is a central 
financial authority for Germany and this authority will 
then take certain steps with reference to currency, 
taxes and expenditures, and wage and price control? 

Is that correct? 


FUNK: Yese 


i Q: What is the latest period for which you can tell me the 
total amount of the public debt. - secret and public? 


FUNK:! The Reichsbank has given out long-term bonds for 
about 150 billion RM, short-term bonds between 160 and 
170 billion RM and treasury bills about 120 billion RH, 


Then in all it is about 440 billion? 


I think that-150 for long term bonds is correct. The 
short-term bonds and treasury bills together amount to 
about 250 billion, so in all approximately 400 billion. 


FUNK; In April no more tréasury bills were issued, 


KROSTGK: The secret debt probably refers to the bills whose 
existence was not published in the quarterly reports. 
` These bills were issued during the rearmament period, 
They are called Mefobills and amount to approximately 


8 billion RM, but originally more. 


: Q; What sources of financing. would. a new central govern= 
ment have? It would have to continue to issue new 
currency, would it not? 


FUNK: The first important thing will be to establish one 
means of payment. It is always dangerous to have two 
currencies running parallel and the military mark will 
have to be evaluated in terms of the German mark and 
exchanged * 


' Goering agrees. Krosigk agrees. 
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Krosigk-Goering—Punk) 


Q: After you have a central authority, how will it finance 
itself? What can it do besides issue new currency? 


FUNK: A central administration could only exist under the 
military system. A central administration in organizing 
the financial structure of the region has to see that 
prices and wages are stabilized, It would be necessary 
for the public financial need to issue state financial 
bills which hav: to be covered by taxes, These state 
financial bills coulda be discougted at å low: discount 
fate by the Reichsbank., The Reichsbank would then give 
the public banks means of payment, The military mark 
would be the only currency. 


What is the Reichsbank going to pay out? 
New currency. 


You are going to withdraw the German Reichsmarks and 
Rentenmarks and reduce that from 60 billion (amount in 
circulation) to about 4.or 5 billion in Allicd Military 
Marks, Is that correct? 


Yes. 


Then the German government needs money for the month, 
Certificates are brought into the Reichsbank for dis- 
count. The payment is new moneys The deficit of the 
German government will be around 5, 6 or 7 billion each 
month, and it will keep going up? 


FUNK: The Reichsbank issues money only on the following 
basis, against state financial bills which are covered 
completely by taxes and other revonucs, The Reichsbank 
issucs money against bills of exchange of the econony. 
Bills of exchange can only bo issued by businessmen and 
companies provided that they are backed by real business- 
assignments. — in circulation will be cxchanged 
for military marks. ince the total amount of currency 
that will be required for the region is not yet known, 
an artificial exchange rate, for example, 1 to 10 will 
have to be used, Since even in this case there would be 
too many notes incireulation the amount that can be ex- 
changed has to be limited for individuals, Business 

% enterprises are able to issue bills of exchange depend= 
ing on the scale of their business, Big accounts can 
only be used after it has been determined how much is 

ailable on the current side of the bank, This is & 
mere technical procoss until it can be a€ctermincd of 
how much the national income consists and also how much 
the national debt represents. 


Q: What was the German national income for 1936 and later 
years? 


PUNK: In 1938 approximately 80 billidn marks, with a 
regular increase every yoar to 130 billion marks in 1945, 
No estimate for 1944, 7 


Q: I went you threo to tell me the facts under which Schacht 
left the Reichsbank? 
PUNK: ‘The best informant is Krosigk, A 
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Q: Did Schacht retain any governmental position after his 
dismissal as President of the “eichsbank? 
GOERING: Reichsminister. 
Q: Did he have any functions? 
GOERING: He remained minister without portfolio. 
Q: Were there any cabinet meetings he attended? 
GOERING: There were no cabinet meetings at that time. 
it was purely honorary? 


Practicallye 


he 


e 
e 


FUNK: Schacht, after his dismissal, kept an office in ti 
Roichsbank, where he worked on statistical data of th 
Reichsbank and where he still kept in touch with me 
every now and then. 


Qs How g did this last? 
FUNK, is lasted ts dismissal as Minister. 
Q: When was that? 
TUNK; Probably in 1943. 
What was the reason for that dismissal? 


On the basis of some accusations from Himmler. As 
I know he was arrested after the 20th of July. 


Was he under detention until after the collapse 
Germany? 


GOERING: Yes. I have 
gether with Schacht tion can} 
told me d d se o Capri 

where he was taken by the Ame } brought to Paris. 


Q: Until his dismissal in 1945 as ichsminister, 
ably Schacht had access tc all important stati 
facts pertaining to German monetary policye 
right? p 


FUNK: Yese 


Q: After his arrest in July 1944 did he continue tp re- 
ceive statistical publi¢ations from the Reichsbank? 


FUNK: While under arrest he asked for statistical material 
which was sent to him by me but authorities vould not 
let the material passe 


currency conversion? 


FUNK: I wouldn't know. We worked together on monetary 
problems in 1923 and agreed on most, points until in 
1924 Schacht made very severe reductions in credit ceon- 
trary to my ideas, but later on we were on good terms 


agains 
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(Krosigk-Goering-Funk ) 
Q: Do you remember the “crystalweek"? 
I originated that expression. 
Q: What was it? 


FUNK: That was during my first year in the Ministry of 
Economics. During that time there had been frequent 
requests from the Propaganda Ministry under Goebbels to 
close Jewish businesses since they represented a point 
of anger for the pupulation. I did not comply with 
these requests. Thon on the 8th of November word was 
sent from Munich to destroy Jewish businesses and to 
take over Jewish property. 


Who issued this order? 


K: As far as I know it originated with Dr. Goebbels, 

who was at a mecting in Munichat that time. It was 

when the whole Party was assembled in Munich for celebra- 
tions on the 9th of November. When we saw the next day 
the wild excesses, including destruction of important 
department stores and also received similar reports 

from the provinces, the Reoichsmarshal. called together 

a meeting in Berlin of all. — and disapproved 

strongly of what had happened. 


Your stories don't jive with the laws you signed. 


After th ceting the Gauleiters I went to the 
Fuhrer, but from the Fuhrer and I had to 
write up those laws. è 


Thore are laws you three signed on November 12 and 
November 21. They are the most despicable legislation 
of recent times. What do you have to say? 


> 
GOERING: Things happened as I told yous Orders from the 
Fuhrere 


KROSIGK: J can only condemn the happenings of the crystal 
week, Goering told us that the unlawful procedure was 
supposed to be replaced by lawful procedure and that 
the Puhrer had ordered that the Jews were supposed to 
pay l villion marks... When I wrote the laws this money 
was supposed to be collected and I thought that after 
the payment of this sum all procedure would end. 


Are you ashamed of your signature, on this legislation? 
Not in the light of those days, but looking back nov, yeSe 
You: lost-the war, is that ‘the main reason? 


Yhen we enacted that legislation we thought that these 
laws would end all unlawful procedure by putting specific 
laws in their place. 


Organized injustice is better then rendom injustice. 

Is that what you're saying? Do you know what the whole 
world was saying? On April 15, 1943 and again on July 
lst you signed more laws. You did this almost every 
years 


What have you (Funk) got to gay? 
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SEGRE? 
(Krosigk-Goering-Funk) 


PUNK; I have condemned the procedure against the Jews very 


Q 


severely and in writing the legislation I have tried 
to give the Fews compensation in return for what was 
takon from thom. I tried in vain to let the Jews keep 
their assetse 


How many printing presses are there for the printing of 
German currency? 


FUNK: The main printing press, the Reichs printing press, 


was at Berlin, There was a Reichsbank printing press 

at Vienna, There were other printing presses at Witzen- 
hausen near Kassel. There was one at Zwickau and one 

at Reichenbach. When later on enormous quantities of 
currency were needed, some private presses were used 

in Berlin, 


Where were the mints located? 

The main mint was at Berlin but when it was bombed out 
completely the main work was done in Dresdens, There 
were some mints at Munich and Stuttgart. 

Is that all? 

There is one at Muldenhuetten. There was one at Karls- 
ruhe, but in the last years it has scarcely been used 
but there are facilities there. There is also one in 
Hamburge 

I have another one on my list. Where is the third one? 
I ennnot remember everything from memory. 

You have been Minister of Finance since 1952, I have 


esught each one of you in falsehoods today and you 
know ite 


GOERING: You ask questions which we have to answer without 


supporting st-tistical data. Questions which maybe 
important for you are unimportant for the Germans espec= 
inlly with the war going on and it is difficult to 
remember any statistical data from memory» 


Yes, I sgrec that you have more serious matters on 
your mind. . Things that are very important to you. 


After 211, I am not as dumb as to try to hide things 
which were very well known. 


Punk, in your written statement you said you saved France 
from inflation.. How was that? . 


FUNK: I succeeded in not having the franc inflated and - 


algo obteined a decree from the Reichsmarshal forbiddin 
huge purchases’on the-black market and in this way left 
France in a much better state than it would have been 
otherwise. Not a single month went by when I did not 
receive suggestions to inflate the franc or to abolish 
it completely. I introduced a short-term paper policy 
in France which so far had not been known there before 
to draw surplus money out of circulation ond I received 
thanks from the directors of French banks for this 
innovation. 
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SECRET 
INTERROGATION OF FUNK 
26 June 1945 
I want to mow about the personnel of the Reichsbonk as it existed in 
March or April 1945. Who was your chief assistant? 
Vice-President Puhl, 


Was Puhl a Nazi? 


No, but he entered the party aftor it had come to powor, 


Whon did ho enter the party? 


I assume that members of the Diroctorium ontored tho party during 
tho first months aftor the riso to power, Hithor undor Luthor or 
undor Schacht. 


Is Puhl a vory capablo man? 


I mst say that Puhl is know throughout tho world in tho mattor of 
foroign oxchango and gold. That's why I lot him handlo forci ox- 
chango and gold almost indopendontly, Puhl has actod for. the 
Roichsbank abroad in Switzorland, Swodon, and also in Italy and 
Hungary 

What about rolations with territory occupicd by German troops? 

In the occupicd aroas tho Roichsbank did not work itself, but thero ~ 
wero roprosontatives at the military HQ ond with the Roichkommissars, 
unloss our reprosentatives wero in the Natuonal Banks as in Paris ond 


in Brussels, As far as these businesses were treated as foreign business 
they fell into the fiold of Wilholm and Puhl, ; 


Was Wilholm under Puhl or equal to Puhl? 

Puhl was Gonoral Manager. 

How amy members were there in the Diroctorium? 

Bosidog Puhl thore vas Vice-Prosident Kurt Lange from the Office of 
the 4 Yoars* Plan and from the Ministry of Economics, Director 
Kretzschmanns 

Who were strong party membors bosidos Lange? 


Endo possibly ws an old party mombor in chargo of organization, 
— was the connocting link with tho Ministry Of Finanod, 


Who gave instructions to various branches of tho Roichsbank to the 
fact that important officors and mombers of the bank should be 
membors of the Nazi party? | 


Langos Thero was a genoral rogulation by tho perty that mombers 

could not bo promotod to important jobs unloss they wore party mon- 

bors. apt was valid for all offices, 

Whon was that rogulation put into cffoot? 

1935 or 19365 

Woro any bank directors ronoyod from tho branchos of tho Roichsbank — 

bocauso thoy rofusod to bocono momborg of tho Nazi Party? 094 * 
A Ju ag Aly 

I don't romombor such 2 caso but thoro havo boon cagos whore 

o 108 iaa i 


SAAREL 





SECRET 
INTEROGATION OF FUNK 
26 June 1945 


eo 


directors of branches of the Reichsbank had difficulties with 


the local party organization and the organization requested that 
they be moved to a different location, Polioy concerning Reichsbank 
personnel was handled by Lange, an old Nozi, 


In visiting some of those banks they havo told us in certain cases 
they were instructed not to become mombers of tho party, 


I don’t know who could have given such an order, 


In general are the Reichsbank omployeea below the office of 
director capable personnel? 


Of course, I don't kmow the lower officials of the bank but very 
able officials get to the tope 


Do you think it is possible that branches of the Reichsbank 
could be operated by the employees below the rank of diroctor? 


As far as small branch offices are concerned I think this would 
be possible, but I don't think that one could take the responsibility 
for regional branch offices. 








SEORET 


INTERROGATION OF LAMMERS 
26 June 1945 


You were Reichsminister and Chief of Roichschancellary. Is that right? 
Yea. 
Did you have anything to do with devisen? 


I was in charge of a small account of foreign exchange for the Fuhrer, 
This acount amounted to approximtely 75 thousand dollars which was 
deposited in the Reichsbank, The account vas in my name but I attached 
a paper to the front of the account book indicating that this money 
belonged to the Fuhrer, This money consisted of gifts from abroad 
containing among other things, a gift fron tho United States amounting 
to 60 thousand dollars which were never used. Thero is a paper speci- 
fying from whom the gifts came. The book and the paper were given to 

a Doctor Fisher of the United States Army in Augsburg, The names of 
the donors are in the papers, 


What other devisen sources did the Puhrer have? 


Otherwise the Fuhrer did not request foreign exchange from me, 
except that in some cases requests were handed to the officials 
under me to pay for certain purchases of objocts of art which were 


processed in the regular way through permits from the Ministry of 
Boonort.os. 


Did the Fuhrər own any property abroad? 


None that I know of, I never administered private property of 


the Fuhrer, That was done by Bormann. 
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INTERROGATION GF PUNK 
26 Juno 1945 (Bvoning) 


It is reported that most Nazi leaders gonerally have vory 
_ substantial accounts abroad, What can you tell us on that sub ject? 


Nothing» l 
Whon did you realize that Germany was going to lose the war? 


come ‘to the conclusion that one's country 
doubt seriously Germany 
In tho swmor of 
1943 I had mony discuss:ons 1d Hitlor about the 
production of the United States, me shórt and said all 
that was bluff, 


Did you have any doubts boforo the sumer of 1943? 


During tho time of big military victories I never belioved in final 
victory, but I always thought that on a basis of thoso succossos 
thoro would bo nogotiation for a final sottlonent. 


Whon did Germany's industrinlists bogin to doubt the outcone of 
tho war? 


In gonoral the poople were vory careful not to say anything about that 
gince it ma very dangorous, but fiends I had known for 25 yoars in 
economics bogan to have their doubts sinco America entered tho wore 


Who were they? 


Voogler in Vereinigte Stahlworke. When Anerica entered thé war and 
wo wore throatoned I telkod to Schacht about ite 


Would Schacht mike a good Roichsbank prosidont? 


I can say yos with very good conscience. I havo mown hin for over 
25 years and havo always held him in groat ostoon, I also mow that 
Schacht never said anything bad about ma, even though ho knew that 
I was not a, specialist. 


What wore the industries which you reprosonted in your nogotiations 
with the Nazi Party in 1931? 


Roprosented is not tho word, It would bo bottor to say, which circle 

of industrial poople urgod mo to entor tho Nazi Party. Espocially those 
from the minign industry Knopper in the conl industry. Kollorman, 
Voogler, Tengelmam, Diehn, Rosterg, also somo businessran from 
banking contingents such os Fisher, Roinhardt, from insurance companies 
Sohmidt, Hilgard, Wintorfold,—(Siorens), Poonsgon (United Stool Works), 
Duisborg (Ie G. Farben), Knstl, Horle (Reichs Association of Industry) 


Who, besides you and Schacht wore nogotiating with industry for support 
of the Nazi Party prior to 1933? 


Secretary of Stato Koppler. He workod in the Cologne area with 
Schroeder, Hoinrichbaucr in tho Ruhr industry (Esson),. That's alle 


What form of cooporation did the businossmon take? Did they give you 
money, advortising or what? 


As all othor parties, the Nazi Party was supported with money by 
the indhetrinlists, In contrast to othor partios, I don't think that 
it was mech more than n couplo of millione 
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INTESROGATION OF FUNK 
26 June 1945 (Zvening) 


About 1933 we have been informed that. certain industrialists 
attended a meeting in the home of Goering before the election 
in March, Do you know anything about this? 


I was at the meting. Money was not demanded by Goering but by 
Schacht. Hitler left the room, then Schacht made a speech asking 
for money for the election, I was only there as an impartial ob- 
server, since I was friendly with the industrialists. 

Was this the first meting of this kind that you attended? 


Concerning money, this was the first. 


Who was present when Schacht mde the speech? 


Kouert, the nephew of Kildorf, Ingelmann, Wintorfold, Schnitzler, 
(LC. Pardon) and quite a big circle that I don't remomber very wolle 


How many such meetings were there in 1933? 
I kmow only about this one, 


Have you attended any other meetings at any lator time? 
There was no other ono that I know of, 


When you said that devisen and gold in Germany wore 500 million 
what price did you fix on the gold por kilogram? 


3,000 mrks, the regular price per kilo,* 


What valus did you place on the mark in giving us figures on 
Germny's foreign exchange? 


As Tho official price ~ 2.25 per dollar, 


è = The actual price wis 2,784 mrks, according to Thoms, in charge 
of the precious metals department of the Reichsbank. 
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No, USA -694 is a photostat of a 
document submitted in evidence by the Unitei States 
Prosecution under this number, The original document 
has been withdrawn in accerdance with Rule 10 cf 
the International Military Tribunal, and to the 
best of my knowledge and belief is to be held at 
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